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Collins: No need to be scared

Administration holds forum on campus safety
By EDDIE L. SANFORD 

SUIT Writer
A fonim on campus safety was 

held Monday night in the co>op to 
inform students of measures being 
taken to insure their safety.

Speakers included: Jerry CoUins,

DougSkdton

University Director of Mercer 
Police Department; Doug Skehun. 
Acting Provost in Macon; Joe 
Claxton, Executive Assistant to 
President R. Kirby Godscy; Barry 
Jenkins. Dean of Student Affairs; 
and Robert Alexander Skelton. 
Vice President for Finance and 
Treasure.

The forum wa.s primarily spark
ed by the fatal shooting of a Macon 
teen, which iKCurcd «>n Mercer's 
campus May i.

Accordiing to Collins, the inci 
dent was an isolated one and was 
"something that wxs going to hap
pen sometime. sonKwhere because 
of the grtiwing feud between the 
people involved." He atsii said that 
the Distne*! Attorney had liHiked in

to the case, and found that Mercer 
and Macon police did respond im
mediately to the shooting.

"I don't feel there is any real 
need to be scared." he said, 
"since, as l‘ve said, it was an 
isolated incident."

The dosing of the Penficid Gym
nasium to fraternity donees and the 
presence of officers at such func
tions arc steps that have been token 
to prevent furtliv incidents from 
happening. In addition, policemen 
are trying to keep perst^ns who do 
not have a purpose for being on 
Meaer's campus from walking 
through the campus.

Doug Skelton said that President 
(iiKlsey had requested that the 
police ItHik into the nutter. Gixiscy

also asked that the administration 
speak with city officials and facul
ty and student leaders.

"Dr. Godscy desires to hear 
from students." DougSkdton said. 
"He is very anxious to ensure the 
high quality of life that all of us en
joy."

Jenkins said that the organization 
that sponsored the function. Alpha 
Phi Alpha, will soon be appearing 
before Judicial Council to present 
their case.

Robert Skelton made known the 
desire that College Street be 
unavailable to city traffic because 
of the danger to student's lives that 
such irafTic encourages, especially

the emergency vehicles that are 
constantly using the street.

"We've been trying for four ci
ty administrations to get College 
Street closed." he said. "We desire 
for our students a beautiful college 
campus."

Traffic would flow around the 
university and not throu^ the cam
pus. once the street is closed, ac
cording to Robert Skelton. There 
would be only two or three en
trances onto the campus. \

Actual movement to close off the 
campus will begin in July, taking 
an approximated* 12 months to 
complete.

See Administration,. Page 2

Black proposes new 

SGA constitution

Peter Brown’s Great Books I student perform at the Great Books festival.

Aldridge: Days of ‘smashing heads’ are gone
Bv DONNA M ITZOE *"^*‘*“

^ - - - lions. She insists that these malesManaging Editor
Violence among the races has 

been predominant particularly in 
these past few decades, but the days 
of "unashing heads" over racial 
tensions are gone or at least Dr. 
Delores Aldridge says they need be 
gone.

Director of African-American 
Studies at Emory University. Dr. 
Aldridge said, "We need to be sit
ting at tables working on common 
grounds."

Aldridge spoke to several Mercer 
students and faculty members 
Tuesday. The lecture. "Maintain
ing Identity and Diversity on a col
lege campus," focused on the need 
for multicultural education and 
strategies involved in planning an 
informed public.

White males, Aldridge quickly 
pointed out, arc not in jeopardy of

can only benefit from sharing w ith 
ihc different genders, races and 
culiures

"It can be lonely out there runn 
mg things by yourself." she added.

The thrust of her speech wxs how 
the individual can make a dif 
ference in cducaiing the world 
about these cultures and in trying 
to negate some of the stereotypical 
opinions abv^ut these differcni 
griHips of people.

Speaking to a large multicultural 
group herself. Aldridge a!n> sug
gested idca-s for implcnKnung plans 
to raise consciences through 
education.

Aldndgc said she believes forc
ing the racial, gender and religious 
questions intb the open classroom 
would inevitably force people to 
resolve the tense situations.

She also explained that institu 
lions need to incorporaic 
mulliculiural policies in the work 
force The administrations of both 
Temple UnivcrMiy and the Univcr- 
siiy of Georgia have already hired 
nunKfous people of various rac*cs 
and genders to fill top-l'»vel 
positions.

Promoting clas.sroom discussions 
about cthnixuliural sinulaniies and 
differences is another suggestion 
Aldridge makes. She. again, sees 
this idea as a step to destroying 
Hime of the generalizations about 
different cultural groups.

"Education that teaches us to 
celebrate rather than condemn 
cultural diversity ... may not be 
enough to preserve our precarious 
place on tho favorable side of 
history." she concluded but added 
that it is the place to surt.

By PAUL ALEXANDER 
Editor-in-chief

After a year of research and for
mation. Scan Black presented a 
new Student Government Associa
tion Constitution to SGA Monday.

According to Black, he iinik the 
current constitutions from the 
SGA. Judicial Council. Honor 
Council and Community Standards 
Board, as well as the hy-laws of the 
senate, the administrations policies 
m the Lair and the AAUP statement 

I on the rights of students and "put 
i them all-together to form a uniform 
^ Vysicm of government." 
i "It will truly be a Student 
i Government Constitution." Black 

said. "It gets away from alt the in
consistencies."

One of the inconsistencies that 
Black sees as a problem is the lack 
of uniformity between four ver
sions of the student conduct code. 
He said that (he difTereni codes of 
conduct, that of the Judicial Coun
cil. the Honor CoutKil. the Com
munity Standards Board and the ad
ministrations policies from Student 
Affairs, are often so vague that they 
are misleading.

Some changes that Black wishes 
tomakc involve sa>mc controversy. 
One specific grievance is w^ting 
Honor Council appeals to go to 
Judicial Council, as opposed to go
ing to a three member board made 
up of the provost, the president of 
SGA. and a faculty member of the 
school in which the offense look 
|:^ace. as it is curret^ done. Black 
believes that th^changc would 
give the acetn^ student a better 
chance to be tried by his/her peers 
rather than the administration.

Those who argue with Black 
so for two reasons. The first is tnal 
his plan seems to put Honor Coun
cil in a position where it must 
answer to Judicial Council. The 
iMher complaint is that Black was 
not supposed to rework the judicial 
branch of Mca'cr's government; he 
was only supposed to work with the 
current legislative biarvch. the SGA 
Constitution Ron Light summed 
up this second problem by saying. 
"If it ain't broke, don't fix It."

Also in Monday's meeting. Lee 
Ann Fisch was elected as the new 
SGA secretary, and final faculty 
nominations for the Spencer King 
Award were mode. Added to last 
week's nominees. Dr. Richard 
Metzger. Paul Oppy. Dr. Philip 
Bean and Dr. Rollin Armour were 
Joseph Hendricks. Dr. Raymond 
Gigucrc. Dr. James Cox. Dr. Mary 
Wilder and Dr. Thomas Huber.
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Sludenu at the foium cxpreued 
concern about a proposed wall to 
protect the Mercer community, 
Collins suted that a wall had been 
discussed with City Council, but 
before one could be erected, the 
Depattment of Transponation must 
provide its approval.

Roben Skelton emphasized that 
' a closed campus does not mean a 
separation from Macon in any way

because Mercer and the Macon 
community have close lies.

“The city has been very good for 
us and to us for a long lime." said 
Claaton.

Doug Skelton added that the peo
ple "know that Mercer University 
is one of the finest citizens in the 
community and they are responding 
to us."

The concerns about lighting and

Sports: Golf ^eam Signs Two
Golf Coach Jim Hickman has an

nounced the signings of two top 
high school players for next 
season's team. Van Olp of Wood
ward Academy in Atlanta and Eric 
Irb of Marietta High School in 
Marietta. Ohio.

Both play with a 2 handicap and

are expected to provide immediate 
help for the Mercer Linksters. Olp 
plays at the Atlanui Athletic Club 
while Irb is a member at the 
Mariena Country Club.

The Mercer Golf coach says he 
hopes to sign several more players 
for next year's team.

emergency phones were also ad
dressed. Students expressed the 
need for lighting behind Sherwood 
dormitory and along the route to 
Mr. B's. This concern was in 
response to recent attacks on 
Mercer sludems by area gangs at 
the store.

Collins said that officers were 
now patrolling the area.

One student said that there were 
no emergency or pay phones for 
students to use if they remain in in
structional buildings after dark. 
The problem was said to be under 
consideration by the adminsitration 
at the present time. _

Tracy Vaughn, chairman of the 
Public Safety Comminee of SGA. 
shotdd be contacted by students 
who have concerns and/or advice 
about campus safety.

Skelton reports on university priorities
By PAUL ALEXANbER 

EdUor-in-chief
Provost Doug Skelton addressed 

the Student Government Associa
tion in ity weekly meeting Monday 
regarding the Ktpon From The 
Sflecl Commission on Uniwrsiiy 
Priorities.

Skelton pointed out the highlights 
of the commission's findings. The 
first mentioned was the recom
mendation for the constituencies of 
Mercer join together and support 
Mercer as a whole. In other words, 
there should be no more Mercer 
versus Ailanui or liberal arts ver
sus engineering, etc.

The commission also recom
mends that Mercer mainuin ius 
strong educational presence in both 
Macon and Atlanta, according to 
Skelton.

Giber areas the commission 
touches on in their recommenda
tions include mainuining a strong 
Baptist identity and seeking to in
crease the strengths of the univer
sity and reduce the weaknesses. 
According to the report, the 
strengths that the commission 
regatds include: a reputation for 
academic quality, competence and 
commitment of the faculty and ad
ministration. bemg a private com
prehensive -university, and the* 
university's Baptist heritage and 
idontiy.

Skelton went on to list the 
' priorities outlined by.ihe commis

sion's repoit. The priorities, as 
they are printed in the report are: 
the College of Liberal Arts. Walter 
F. George School of Law. South
ern School of Pharmacy . Cecil B.

1

MERCER STUDENT & FACULTY NIGHTS
Monday.....  ........ ....................... Spaghetti Night M.OO
Tuesday..... ........................... ......... .Lasagna Night »4.99
Wednesday............. ....... .......................... .Buy Any Veal
or Chicken Entree and Receive Second'Entree Vi Price

■ ■ ■ ' /

JUST MAKE SURE YOU MENTION 
^ THIS AD BEFORE ORDERING

Monday-Saturday — 5 p.m. 11 p.m.
New Sunday Houra — 12 noon-9 p.ip.

Parkway Village, 3620^Elsenhower Pkwy.
788-1330

Bears split with Tech 

to close out season
The Mercer Bears closed out 

their 1988 baseball season Mon- 
' day. splitting a doubleheadcr with 

Georgia Tech. The Bears won the 
first game 11-7 but lost the second 
2-1.

The Bears, ending their season at 
just under ,500 at 24-25. combined 
for four two-run homers, two of 
which came off the bat of David 
Hester. Rob Myers and Brannen 
Smith combined for the others.

Ending his collegiate career was 
Cliff Broxton. Broxton pitched 
Monday's first game to put his tul 
number of innings pitched this 
season at 132. He is among the na
tion's leaders for innings pitched 
this season.

Also playing their final college 
games were Hester, an outfielder 
who is acclaimed as the Bears top 
offensive weapon this season, and 
first baseman/designated hitter 
Craig Golden.

Mercer retirees to be honored

Day College, the Stetson School of 
Business and Economics. Mercer 
University Press. School of 
Medicine, the Graduate School of 
Business and Economics, the 
School of Engineering, the Center 
for Constitutional Studies, finances 
and property, student needs, and 
religious identity.

Skelton also said that the dorms 
will be renovated and a recreational 
and convocational complex would 
be built, once the money is raised. 
He also stated that there would be 
no change in college athletics at this 
time, but they are being looked in
to. Also, there would be no forma
tion of a school of theology.

Copies of the commission's 
report can be checked out in the 
Stetson Library. More are being 
printed at this time.

At the 74th annual meeting and 
banquet of The University Club 
that will be held on Monday. May 
23. six persons who will retire at 
the end of this academic year will 
be honored.

The honorees. to be recognized 
at a banquet at tbe Rosewood Tea 
House at 6:30 p.m.. will include: 
Dr. Franklin W. James, professor 
of chemistry, and Mrs. Ruth

Slentz. associate professor of 
biology, in the College of Liberal 
Arts; Johnnie Hhtson. director of 
academic services at University 
College; Dr. William R. Martin, 
professor of microbiology, and Dr. 
Charles D. Ihoctor. associate dean 
and professor of pharmacology, at 
the School of Medicine; and James 
C. Rehbetg. professor at the Waller 
F. George School of Law.

Xdirate top fittetrtf '

^onlioeAtton
17. 1998 

10:10 am - U:00 am 
IPtlUngbara SuOitorium

Jn Cekbration oJ tit tStbielJemetit® 
ot ^rcer ^tubents

Stacy Alexander is named 

outstanding ambassador
Stacy Lynn Alexander, a senior, 

was presented with the 1988 
Mercer Alumni Ambassador 
Award at the Alumni Awards lun
cheon on April 30.

The Alumni Ambassador award 
is ^iven to the most outstanding 
member of the Mercer Ambassador 
program, which allows Mercer 
students to represent the universi
ty at alumni meetings and 
functkms.

Alexander, who served as the 
1987-88 president of the Am
bassador program, was given the 
honor in a resolution presented by 
Roben Potter, president of the Col
lege of Liberal Aits Alumni 
Association. Potter said that Alex

ander had "proven her personal 
commitment to Mercer University 
and its standards of excellence in 
education."

A three-year participant in the 
Ambassador program. Alexander 
has also been active in the Student 
Government Association, the Chi 
Omega social sorority and the 
speech and dramatic ans depan- 
raent faculty interview committee. 
In addition, she has been named to 
Who's Who Among Students in 
American Universities and Col
leges and has received the National 
Collegiaie Greek Merit Award and 
the Chi Omega Scholarship Awanl.

Alexander will graduate from 
Mercer in June.
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Features—A
Theatre Department brings Marantha 

classic to Mercer stage
By SARAH McPHERSON

By CHRISTOPHER KIRBY
AMbtant Fcatura Editor

It is oftentimes said that truly 
classic dramas are timeless, span
ning the generations with apparent 
ease. Classics of the theatre not on
ly comment upon the times in 
which they were written, but also 
upon modem situations. It is in 
such a way that mankind can look 
to the past and gain insight into the 
future. It is doubtful that Oscar 
Wilde ever dreamed that his play 
The Importance Of Being Earnest 
would ever become one of the most 
well-known dramas written in the 
Englisir language. Whether he ex
pected such a response or not. it 
nonetheless occurred, and the show 
is still being produced all over the 
country and right here at Mercer by 
the Mercer University Theatre 
Depatlment.

The play itself is a comedy which 
takes place over a period of three

acts. Within these acu. Wilde 
presents an audience with a 
cockeyed, satiric view of English 
life in the late 1800s. In many 
cases, the siniahons in whicti Wilde 
places his characters are so 
outrageous and extreme that they 
seem even mote realistic than an 
audietKe sometimes cates to admit. 
It is in this way that "Eamest" is 
much mote than a simple romp in
to the past for playgoers. In many 
ways, it is a comical glimpse into 
the human condition. Wilde 
parodies many of the customs and 
traditons of his own time, but 
vestiges of those customs still re
main ingrained within modern 
culture.

■■Earnest" relies heavily on the 
expressions and aniculaiions of the 
actors involved. For correct com
ic and dramatic effect, all aspects 
of movement and vocal variety 
must be worked and reworked

heavily. The cast must also be able 
to work well as an ensemble and 
director Paul Oppy has assembled 
a cast that seems well-suited for 
such group-related work. The 
show^s cast of nine is made up of 
Christen Dockins as Jack. Rich 
Benson as Algernon. Mark Brun
son as Rev. Chausable. 
Christopher Sheets as Meniman. 
Tom McKlin as Lane. Michele 
Thomas as Lady Bracknell. Kcniey 
Raynor as Gwendolen. Cristine 
Buel as Cecily, and Pam Webb as 
Miss Prism. All do a fine job of 
bringing to l|fc these classic 
characters so elewly invented by 
the mind of Oscar Wilde.

The Importance Of Being 
Earnest has already run May fourth 
through the eighth, but resumed on 
May eleventh for a run through the 
fourteenth. Tickets arc available at 
T's Comer.

Students helping students

Mercer Peer Advocates help in many ways
Editor's Note: This is the third in 
a three part series on Students 
Helping Students on Mercer s 
Campus.

Special to the Cluster 
By LEE ANN HSCH

In Mercer^s alphabet of organira- 
tions. the PAs sometimes can get 
lost in the shuffle of letters. OAs 
work at orientation; RAs in the 
dorms — what to the PAs do'.*

The Peer AdvotSTC program is a 
relative baby in the group, started 
two years ago by Amy Bargeron of 
Student Development. The purpose 
of the PAs is to make the most of 
Mercer's most plentiful resource - 
students.

Bargeron explained that this type 
of program, using students to help 
stuiknis. is a growing phenomenon 
nationwide because most counsel
ing centers cannot afford enough 
professionals to fully serve their 
students.

Mercer's-PA program is 
budgeted through the Student 
Development Offices, with each 
PA receiving a $3.50 hourly wage 
and working 10 hours every week.

In that Ume. the PAs perform a 
variety of tasks. Bargeron said that 
the student workers are responsible 
for running the DISCOVER com
puter program for career planning 
as well as the career library, 
developing programs with the RAs. 
and presenting workshops on cur
rent topics important to the 
eampus.
' Wendy Weiss, who has been 
with the program since its beginn

prcludicc. According to Bargeron. 
It might be repeated spring quaner 
because of the positive reactions u 
received. .

Tim Whitehead recently* 
represented the PAs on a Rape 
Awareness Task force He helped 
to develop aclivilics to gel the cam 
pus involved in the Rape 
Awareness week atal to fixius on its 
importance to Mercer as a 
community.

Bargeron said that personal 
counseling is also involved in the 
PAs duties but is not a major aspect 
of the program

WaltefCannon Jr said that he 
became a PA because he wanted io 
help people with their problems, 
but "there aren't that many people 
with enough openness to go up 
there (to Student Devclopmcnil and 
make an appointment with some- 
one.”

He continued, however, that he

Bargeron will not see that goal 
met. however; shA resigned in 
April, but said her departure will 
not affect the quality of the 
program

Marilyn Mcndinghall and the 
other professional staff will super
vise the Peer Advocates until a 
replacement can be found

Bargeron also noted that the priv 
gram docs not suffer from lack of 
student enthusiasm. She said that 
there were 15 applicants for three 
positions last year and indicated 
that several OAs were interested in 
becoming Peer Advocates this 
year.

Tryouts arc currently being held 
with PAs and professionals inter
viewing applicants.

Bargertin said that motivation is 
a big factor for the "As: "They 
must genuinely want to help other 
students. The mam goal must be to

He continued, however, that he Mercer's community. Bookstore,
feels that the counseling the PAs do ^__________________________ ________________
give IS successful-and that they do 
help people in that way.

Bargeron explained that students 
can sometimes be better than pro- 
fe.sstonals at helping other students 
because there is a feeling of greater 
acceptance. She explained that a 
smdent seeking help would feel less 
threatened by another student 
because of shared cxpcrtcnces and 
easier identification.

Confidentiality has never been a 
problem within the program, ac
cording to Bargeron. She said that 
the PAs are instructed in die impor- 
unce of confidentiality during 
training and that mist is an impor-

I

Sometimes Sarah reaJly gets on 
my nerves.

I often think that I would be a lot 
happier if I could operate without 
her because every time she comes 
on the scene, things always get 
messed up.

I try. I try so hard sometimes just 
to function without getting her in
volved. but it never seems to work. 
Sooner or later she pops herself in 
and wrecks havoc.

I always pray that Jesus will keep 
her under control, and He'll help, 
sure, but the job is still mine. I'm 
the one who leaves the door wide 
open giving her the opportunity to 
ram her way in. And then it's a bat
tle to the finish.

What's worse — the more I want 
to be like Jesus, the more Sarah 
wants control. Especially when 
things get bad. During the good 
limes, she's perfectly happy to let 
me and God shoulder the burden of 
living, but let the first crisis hit. and 
POW; I've got more free advise 
than Dear Abby. Sarah always 
thinks she knows what's going on 
and what I should do about it.

Things might be OK if I'd quit 
listening to her.

But sometimes she just talks 
louder than God. 1 honestly think 
that I'm hearing God. but it's just 
Sarah and her wild imagination. It's 
not until I've gotten myself in a fix 
that I realize who I was really talk
ing to. And then. I feel foolish 
beyond comparison.

The Apostle sure knew what he 
was talking about in Romas 
7; 14-25. Apparently. Paul gave 
him about as much trouble as Sarah

V African Nationals To Speak
Thursday. May 19th at 7 p.m. in the 
Willel Science Center Auditorium 
The Progressive Student Unmn. in 
oonjunclion with the Macon Council 
on South Africa, will present two 
speakers from the Outlawed African 
National Congress.

Topics discussed will include: 
Apartheid. South African Trade 
Unions and the American worker, 
and South Africa and the Jim Crow 
experience. Also, a literature table 
will be provided by the Pathfinder

—I
I
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gives me. It's nice to know I'm not 
the first to have this problem. And. 
as he said: ”1 can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens 
me." And it's a good thing. 1 
couldn't handle Sarah all by 
myself.

Unfortunately, this story has no 
end. at least not until I'm face to 
face with Jesus, and Sarah is final’ 
ly gone for eternity. Then I can 
come to the fullness that Cod is 
preparing for me. But meanwhile, 
back in 21 Roberts, the fight con
tinues. day after day after day ...

I really get tired of all this (deep 
sigh).

You know what 1 mean?
•‘There is no condemrution now 

for those who live in union ^ilh 
Christ Jesus. For the law of the 
Spirit, which brings us life in union 
with Christ Jcsusdias set me free 
from the law of sin and death. Whal 
the Law could not dQ. because 
human nature was weak. God did. 
He condemned sin in human nature 
by sending his own Son. who came 
with a nature like man's sinful 
nature to do away with sin. God did 
this so that the righteous demands 
of the Law might be fully satisfj<sa“ 
in us who live according to the 
Spirit and not according to human 
nature. Those who live as their 
human nature tells them to have 
ihcir minds controlled by what 
human nature wants. Those who 
live as the Spirit tells them to. have 
iheir minds controlled by what the 
Spirit wants. To be controlled by 
human nature results in death; to be 
controlled by the Spirit results in 
life and peace." (Romans 8:1*8 
ITEVl).

I

with Uyeprygnun since its ^inn- ‘ 0iej)fOgnun.
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And in with the new
So bow do you all like my 

Cluster to fai? li’s not much dif- 
fetem, huh? It wij a bit hectic put
ting out this edition, but we did it 
(I'm assuming that this is being 
read on Friday). I'm somewhat 
amazed that we were able to get 
this paper out this week.

Well, I guess I should introduce 
myself sitKC I'm pretty mucha new 
face around here. I'm the\new 
editor of the Clutter (my name and 
god-awful picture are at the top of 
this, I hope), and I hope I can pulk 
.this off. I mean. I hope I can pro
duce a paper every week. And 
beginning Fall quarter, I hope I 
produce a paper every week that 
will be worth your reading.

I'm sure that there are a few of 
you out there that don't think much 
of the current Cluster, as is proven 
in the "letter to the ediipr" that I 
received this week. I put it in the 
paper, despite its persorul attack on 
the former Cluster editor. Karen

Jacobs, because there is no such 
thing as a worthless opinion. If 
people want to express their opi
nions in this tashion, that's fine, as 
long as they are willing to back 
their position.

As far as the "letter" is coocetTh 
ed. I'd just like to say a few woids. 
First of all, I don't feel that the 
Ouster is neatly as terrible as those 
who wrote the letter do. It is not a 
perfect paper by any means, nor 
would I expect it to be. I would 
hope that those who wrote the let
ter look back at their own 
endeavors and realize that their 
paper, whether good or bad. was 
not a perfect one. It is also nearly 
ludicrous to point out the fact that 
there are grammatical errors in the 
Cluster. Wc hope to limit the er
rors next year, but with the current 
system of the printer doing the 
typesetting, mistakes .will occur.

Another thing I'd like to point

out is that 1 in no way believe that 
Ms. Jacobs was tun by the ad-' 
ministralion. Yes. there was a lack 
of coottoversy within the Cluster 
this year, but I don't necessarily sec 
the cortelatioa between that fact 
and the accusation that she took her 
orders from the administration. 
Ms. Jacobs just saw the need for 
more straight news coverage, and 
that is what she set out to do.

1 admire the effons of those who 
wrote the letter to produce an alter
native paper on Mercer's dampus, 
as there ipay be a need for one. But 
I hope to eliminate any idea that 
there is a need for one. It will not 
be an easy task to make the Cluster 
as greatas I'd like it to be. I have 
some productive ideas for this 
paper and with a lot of help from 
a great staff, I think we can pull it 
off. But if the necessity for an alter
native paper should again arise, I 
only h^ that there will not be

Memo to myself: 

Touch the puppet head
By RON UGHT 
Opinioa Page Editor

How could anyone ever forget 
tlK joy. nay the thrill, they fell 
upon receiving their first memo. I 
remendier my first time, so many 
years ago...

I was a young upstart college 
prepatoiy student taking as many 
independent studies as pc^sible. so 
that my senior year woulo stop get
ting in the way of more important 
matters. One of ih« classes was 
a "work study" position with a 
local law firm. One day. I arrived 
at work aitd found a bquitifully 
typed memorandum describing 
bow I was to work on some impor- 
tam tax case. I showed the note to 
my teacher, and you can .bet she 
was proud of me.

I suppose the reason these fond 
memories of former innocence are 
coming back to me is that recently 
I have noted many memos being 
passed by and between students 
here on our very own-campus. It 
seems kind of absurd, but it is true 
that people are writing memos to 
each other; even roomates are get
ting into the act. 
MEMORANDUM 
To: Ron 
From: Baxter 
Re; My Stuff

.. "Don't touch it...or else."
- This is of course only a personal 
example; there are niiim other f ii.

ampics I could give of your elected 
lepresenutives and editor types 
passing volumes of wasted paper 
between them. Oh well, perh^ 
this IS just practice for the funire. 
much like the past two years of 
SGA have been practice in real 
American politics.

I certainly hope that the memos 
of future Mercer siudenu don't 
resendile those that were passed 
recently among Fkndamentalist 
Baptist in Georgia. Not that I know 
the content of these memos, or if 
in fact there were memos, but I'm 
young and I'm supposed to have an 
active imaginatioo.

Recently, a newsletter was 
published called something like 
"The Georgia Baptist Review." I 
don't really rqpieinber the title, nor 
do I think it matters that much. 
Anyway, this newsletter is nM so 
much a series of articles as a series 
of disjointed paragraphs of infor- 
matioo. Of course, there was plenty 
about good of M.U. A lot of this 
stuff. 1 didn't really understand, but 
what really cauglu my eye were 
repeated references to Jesse 
Jackson's visit to camptu. These 
folks seemed to dna^prove for 
some strange reas(m. I suppose 
they remember the grand days of 
Mercer when we had visitors like

these problems between it and the 
Cluster. Actually, I hope that it 
another paper arises on campus. I 
can be of some sort of help.

Well, h's going to be an in
teresting year. I didn't mean to get 
so far into the issue of "The Let
ter." 1 actually just wanted to use 
this space to write about my plans 
for next year's Cluster. Whether 
you think the current paper is good 
or not. next year it will be even bet
ter; that is. if all of my ideas 
become reality. And, as far as 
writing about my plans, I hope that 
once you see the paper, you'll see 
the changes and improvements.

1 truly think that we, my staff and 
myself, can produce the best 
Cluster that Mercer has ever seen. 
It will be touch-and-go at first, but 
through some practice, I hope it 
will become a conslara.

I am very honored to be the 
editor of the Cluster, and I warn to. 
thank everyone who has supported 
me throughout the application and 
interview process. One person in 
particular, and this is getting very 
personal, could not be here for me. 
but he deserves a kx of credit. Todd 
Right taught me to have enough

dy and think that Jackson is too 
much of a swing to the left.

Anway, one of the complaints 
was that while a whole bunch of 
folkscame out to hear J.J.. only a 
hanlfull went to CTiapel services on 
Thursday. Well. I suppose Dr. 
Gaddy could have had high school 
students bussed in for the ten 
o'clock hour but just decided that 
they would probably stick bubble 
gum under the pews in Newton 
(Hupei. I think a much more in
teresting figure is that more people 
shDvspd up to hear Jackson than at
tended Dr. Lock's Poly Sci 100 
class. In any event, I suppose the 
memos were a '(lyin' over at the 
"Georgia Baptist Review:" 
MEMORANDUM 
To; The Editor
From: The Religious Affairs 
Writer (Of course, everyone is a 
religious affai^ writer at the 
Review because everything is a 
religious affair.)

Re: Jackson's visit to Mercer
"Just to let you know sir that the 

enemy has infiltrated Mercer and 
is drawing large crowds of Cuml- 
ty, staff and younger-than-average 
studats. We are looking to see. 
which Baptist activity received 
fewer patrons, which shouldn't be 
too difficult. Oh, by the way, 

-4)ISMS-<li)0.’U«icb myjmia,'!..

By PAUL ALEXANDER 
Edltocvi»CUcr

confidence in myself and to know 
that I am good enough for a posi
tion such as this. A little less than 
a year ago, he died. He was a major 
influence on many students' lives, 
but because of die time of the year 
of his death (I presume) there was 
never anything written about in the 
Cluster. I know that his influence, 
as it turned me on to literature, has 
also helped me in this endeavor of 
becoming the editor of the Cluster. 
Wherever he is. I thank him.

I'd like to finish my first col- 
umn/edhorial with a plea to all 
students: please let me know what 
you think of the Cluster. Sugges
tions for irnprovements are the best 
way to find out how this paper is 
doing. But along with that, I'd also 
like to ask that anyone interested in 
writing news stories or sports 
stories, please contact me or 
anyone on the staff. These areas ate 
constantly neglected due to a lack 
of imeresi in writing about them. 
I hope to change that with your 
help.

Again. I'm proud to be 'in charge 
of the Ouster, and I hope to make 
it live up to my. as well as 
everyone's, expectations.

EdH«s|><Hd>f..................................................  Pnri Alexander
•Managiag Editor ...\...................................................... Doan luoe
NewsEdllor.................................................  Charhe Smith
Opinloa Page Editor..............................................................Roo Light
Fcatura Edftor .................................................. Susaanah Vasa
Arts A Eatertahunad Editor................... ’... Christopber Kirby
Sports Editor .................................................... Robbie Tarnley
Buslaas Manager....... .............................................Buy WaBier
Advisor...................................................... Dr. Harlan Steniaas
Technfcal CaasuHaiil ...........................................  David Tucker
Chief Photographer................................. ........... Lewis Singer
Cohmuiiita ............................... Sarah MePhenaa. Jeff Bowers,

David Clark, Sean Black, Roland Ochen, Ldgbloa Moore
Photographers

Paid Cho, Rab Moon, Rafaei Flaaaa 
Staff Wrhers

Eddie Sanford, Lee Ana Fhch, Dana Owens, Leigh Wansley
AdvertUag RepraenuUves 

Todd Adams, Lynn Bowman
Member, Georgia College Press Associatioa 

Member, Associated CollegiaU PreU
Address: Box A, Mercer. Office located on third floor of the Student 
Center. 744-2g71.
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V ThtMercerCluUerwelcomeslelteistotheeditor.'nieyshooldbecoo- 
^ and typewritten. Letters must be signed and should be accompaaied 
^ a eurrem address and telephone number. Letters should be address
ed to the Edkor-InChlef.

"Vut” “oberslty or of any group 
of students, (acuity, or admialttratioa.
Deaifliacs;

Adveetislag - 5 pjtt. Monday 
Edhariah - 5 pm. Monday 
Late News - Noon Tuesday
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Palladium staff speaks out against former Cluster editor
To the Editor

-h wis with great interest tbai we 
read Ms. Jacobs final instaUmait of 
her coluam “Living in Os." The 
unwaiy and inexperienced might 
even be tempted to call it an 
editorial, but even Ms. Jacobs has 
never had the guts to call the Mand. 
weak-kneed writing of this year 
anything but opinion. Somewhere 
along the line, Ms. Jacobs must 
have u^)ped her little red shoes 
together and ended up in Oz, since 
it’s very obvious that she has not 
been living U Mercer. Ms. Jacobs 
has enjoyed styling herself as a pro
fessional editor, a quality that she 
has seldom exhibited for her 
readers. The papers of tliis year 
have been a tangle of buning 
headlines, typographical errors, 
colloquialism, and grammatical er
rors. to hit only the high points. 
Her edimrials have been anything 
but hard-hitting. One remembers 
the periqfl during the fall when she 
came to be knowj) as "the Trash 
Queen." because of her weekly 
emsade against litter at Mercer, 
proving once again her willingness 
to take on any issue, no matter how 
small.

This all leads up to Ms. Jacobs 
Tinal unprofessional ineptitude, 
with the Menrrr Ouster anyway, in 
which she makes a last minute at
tack against the men and women 
who made independent and 
uninhibited journalism flourish for 
at least a short while at Mercer 
University. In her attack. Ms. 
Jacobs makes much of the dif
ference between independent and 
csublished. 1 personally feel that 
she meant to say establishment and 
this is just yet another example of 
her problems with diction, but. in 
any event, the two words come to 
mean the same thing. This really 
hits the peak of her journalistic 
philosophy. She sutes that an in
dependent newspaper must be in
dependent both financially and 
editorially. By her own logic, an 
"established" paper would then be 
part of the establishment both 
fmaiKially and editorially. If this is 
Ms. Jacobs' journalistic

philosophy, she certainly proved it 
during this year. In a year full of 
controversial issues, she has 
managed to tone them down to 
levels that the Office of University 
Relations must have loved.

Ms. Jacobs' characterization that 
an independent newspaper will 
flourish only if the esublishment 
paper is weak is an incorrect one. 
An independent newspaper will 
flourish at Mercer when its 
riKmbers conK to the conclusion 
that they do not merely want to pro
vide a quality alternative to the 
Cluster, but to eliminate it. a goal 
that we were not willing to allow 
the Palladium. We had too much 
respect for the historical reputation 
and integrity of the Cluster, even 
if at the time that we founded the 
Palladium the establishment 
newspaper was at the deep well of 
journalistic oblivion and then sank 
farther. Instead, wc wanted to 
guide it back to being a quality 
publication. Wc failed Wc can on
ly hope the new editor will do bel
ter. The Palladium failed as a 
paper, because of difficulties with 
advertising, which can panially be 
aliribufcd to a "professional " 
policy of the Cluster of calling our 
advertisers and denigrating the 
Palladium. Wc were not w illing to 
fight fire with fire. Wc had too 
much hope that over the course of 
a year. Ms. Jacobs and her staff 
would fnally learn something about 
journalism responsibility, all in 
vain. Only when Dav id Clark fnim 
time to time felt sorry for the 
Cluster and contributed an article 
did the paper achieve any type ol, 
integrity.

Ms. Jacobs' dcscnpIKin also sug 
gests that the Palladium failed 
because her paper was sirong This 
is quite obv iously wrong People 
do hear about the almo.st weekly 
phone calls that Ms. Jacobs recciv 
cd telling her what she could and 
could not print. It Ux>ks like those 
phone calls had a wonderful sue 
cess rate, which means that the 
paper's afid Ms Jacobs ptofes 
sional integrity can't be scry high 
From V isiiors on campus, including

If

many-of the professional reporters 
who were here during the fall. I 
heard nothing good said about the 
quality of the Cluster. As one 
female reporter suted, "It seems 
rather boring." The Cluster's staff 
box this year added a statement that 
"The Cluster is not a 'house organ' 
for the university or of any group 
of students, faculty, or administra
tion." That may be true, we doubt 
it. but the fact remains that Ms. 
Jacobs has never rebelled against 
the university line on an issue.

Never. Her rebellioos against tlie 
Student Senate have been few. An 
argument with the President of the 
Senate over whether the Cluster 
should print the full text of motions 
of the Senate is not exactly a big 
issue, and it was the biggest issue 
that Ms. Jacobs took on this year.

In conclusion, we can only hope 
that Mr. Alexander will look back 
over this year, see the many 
mistakes that Ms. Jacobs ha^ made, 
and will correct them, thus becom
ing the first strong editor that the

Cluster has had 'ui a kxig time. 
There is much to leara, but the first 
lesson is in maintaining your in
tegrity and standing immovable 
before the pressures that will even
tually face you. instead of tapping 
your heels together and saying, 
"There's no place like Oz."

Sean A. Black 
Jeff Bowers 

Garrick Crocker 
Charles R. Junkins 

Michael Stoker
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SGA Speaks: ^
On getting involved

In order for the Student Govern
ment AcMK'iation. or any rvther 
organi/alum for that nutter, to be 
cuccevvful and effevtive. its consti
tuents and supponers need to ac
tively involve themselves in the 
group. In SGA. wc arc attempting 
to involve as many interested and 
concerned students as possible in 
various senate and university coun
cils. committees, and task forces, 
so that we might truly have an ob- 
tcvtive. lair, diverse, and accurate 
representation of all Mercer 
students' V lews (if that's possible). 
At this point. I would say that our 
efforts and attempts have bc-en 
nxderaicly successful, however, 
there are still many more arexs in 
which any student, if he or she is 
willing, may become involved.

Although the application 
deadline (May 10) has already 
passed for the President's Council, 
I encourage anyone who is ge
nuinely interested, especially in
dependent students, commuter 
students, and minority students, to 
talk to me. Exceptions can xnd will 
be made. in this instance if 
necessary. Another area, or more 
specifically, another commiuee that

has been designed to increase stu
dent panicipalion and involvement 

^is the new ly created World Affairs 
Task Force. This task force will 
begin meeting weekly to discuss 
issues that arc affecting not only the 
Mercer community but also the 
issues and events that are influen
cing and changing rvur world and 
slate. It is open to anyone interested 
and w ill not be limited to any cer
tain topics or events. It is chaired 
by Ed Williams and is now meeting 
on Thursday s at 4 p.m. in Duncan 
Lounge of the Connell Student 
Center.

Your involvemenl. panicipalion. 
and influence may also he increas
ed by your serving on one or more 
of the seven Student Government 
AsstKiation standing committees. 
These committees are as follows: 
student life (Jan Horton. Chair), 
fiscal affaits (Johannes Swensson. 
chair), academic affairs (Bun 
Blackmar. chair), campus safety 
(Tracy Vaughn, chair), campus 
beautification (Rainey Smith, 
chair), and food (jConnie Dean, 
chair). Each commilfee has been 
challenged to recruit at least eight 
additional ndh-SGA members to 
serve on their committees. Each

committee chairperson and com
mittee member needs and wants to 
hear your opinions, idexs, sugges
tions. and/or proposals. The com
mittees were created to serve your 
needs and to help you with your 
problems or concerns; so please 
lake advantage of this opportunity. 
The listings of committee meeting 
limes and locations will appear in 
the Cluster ne.\l week. If you need 
the information before then, please 
do not hesitate to contact myself 
(Mercer Box S-W. 743-3848) or 
Lynn Creech. .Mercer Box 411. 
743-8882). SGA meetings are open 
to all students and to the public and 
arc held in the Trustees D.ning 
Room of the Connell Student 
Center every Monday night at 5;45 
p.m. If you have any problems, 
questions, complaints, or sugges
tions. please address them to the 
senate or to the appropriate com
mittee. for we truly want to assist 
you in any way possible. You do 
have a voice in the governance of 
y our SGA and in the operations of 
the university. so ^ease use it 
effectively!

Shawn Lanier 
SGA President

\
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TACO SAIAD FOR $2.29!
Ehjo)' a axi refreshing TacnSalad Uith crisp lettuce and red ripe
urau)es,genen)usly adorned with tangy Cheddar cheese, nlhes, "Cl 
green (xrxns. seasoned gnrund beef and sour cream. .And all 
sersed up in a crispy nrrtilla btmi so scnimptuous, you can eat it
UK)!
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Campus Capsule
Woolf to speak

Joiu Woolf, editor of Macon Magazine, will speak in the Community 
Worship service Sunday, May 15, at It a.m. in Ware Musk Hall.
Spring fling

The Student Association of Mercer Engincen and the school of 
engineering will host its spring fling Saturday, May 21. from 1-5 p.ra. 
Suidcnts, patents and faculty are encouraged to come and play games. 
Casual auire is suggested, and suidents can also bring along a softball 
glove and bat. Hamburgers and drinks will be provided, but guests are 
encouraged to'bring a covered dish.

So^UlND
tfHIONDERFUL

Friday, May 13 - 7, 9.11 
Room 314, CSC • SO*

‘POWERFUL!”

----- r.:ii-zz ~ -"r.— ■'

Tuaa., May 17 — 0:30, 0,11:30 
Room 314, CSC • SO*

NEED MONEY? When Banks 
stop...We start...No credit checks, 
collateral or co-signers. For ap
plication write; Global, Box ' 
II2-Q. Verbena, Alabama 
36091-0112. Enclose envelope. 
BORROW $100-$100,000! Ins- 
lant reply! Rush stamped ad- 
ilrcssed envelope:

INTERNATIONAL,
BOX 143-Q

VERBENA. AL 36091-0143

ATLANTIC OCEAN LIVING. 
Child care or elderly non- 
Inflrmary care. Fulttime/summer 
live-ln potions with families in 
Boston. Includes room and 
board, insurance, top salary, air 
fare and organized social fuiK- 
tions. Call or write the Helping 
Hand, P.O. Box 17, Beverly 
Farms, Mass. 01915. 
1-800-356-3422.

TYPING. FAST. ACCURA.TE 
SERVICE, TERM PAPERS. 
RESUMES, LETTERS.

CALL
474-0031.

VISA-MASTERCARO! 
Without investigation! Im
mediate reply! Financial-QI, 
804 Old Thorsby Road, Clan
ton. Alabama 3S045-2459.

Enclose envelope!

CRUISE SHIPS
NOW HIRING. M/F 

Summer S Career Opporlunrtiea 
(Will Train). Excellent pay plua 
world tiav^. Hawaii. Bahamas. 
CariMman. ale. CALL MOW) 
20B-736-0775 Ext. 150H;

ROOSTER'S RESTAURANT
Ross Plaza

2 for 1 Ribeye Dinner Mon Sat *8’* after 6 p.m.
• OfitnoathttaUaita 

* Uve Mask Toc»^ - No cover.

477-3037 Open 'til 2 a.m.

unplanned pregnancy?
Think Adoption - a loving aher- 
nativc. Your child placed im
mediately with the family you help 
to choose. The Open Door Adop-' 
lion Agency. Call Collect (912) 
228-6339.__________________

TYPISTS 
Hundreds weekly 
et home! Write: 
P.O. Box 17, 
Clerk, NJ 07066

PART TIME - HOME MAIL- 
INO PROGRAMI ExcoUtnl In- 
comal Dotalls, aond aalt- 
addroaaad, atampad 
onvolopa. WEST, Box 5877. 
HIKaldo, NJ 07205.

HOMEWORKERS
WANTED!

TOP PAY! C.I. 121 24th 
Are., N.W. Suite 222 Nor- 
BUB, OkUMma 73069.
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im a MIDDLE GEORGIA CRUSADE
WITH

BILL
GLASS
May 15 - May 22 

7:30 Nightly
• SPECIAL GUESTS •

BILL GLASS, Evangelist — preaching nightly

• 1956 All American Football Team ‘
• Canadian Football League Star
• NFL Star With Detroit Lions & Cleveland Browns
• Member, College Football Hall Of Fame
• 4-Time Pro-Bowl Selectee

CRUSADE CHOIR NIGHTLY 

AL50 CHILDREN'S CHOIR FRIDAY 

NURSERY PROVIDED

Monday
SUNDAY SCHOa NIGHT

Tuesday
ARMED FORCES NIGHT 

/

PAUL WRENN 
Worid s Strongest

CLE8E McCLARY
Mirtn* Corp. Combat

Wednesday
youth night

Thursday
EDUCATORS NIGHT

Iw
Friday

FAMILY NIGHT

BUNNY MARTIN 
Wortd Yo-Yo Champion

. SUNDAY. MAY 15 
KELLY JERLES 
MISS GEORGIA 1988

-e SATURDAY, MAY 21 
GOV. AND MRS. JOE. 
FRANK HARRIS

TANYA CREVIER 
Worhl'i Botl Fsmalo 
Basktlbsll HandKr

KELLYE CASH 
HIM Amofic* • 19S7

PFRRY HIGH SCHOOL^TADKJ^
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