
V-

VOLUME LXVIIL NUMBER 6 MERCER UNIVERSm*, MACON, GEORGIA miDAY, OCT. 16. 1987

Response to Roberts letter

Godsey says authority of 

trustees, academic integrity 

will not be compromised
By KAREN JACOBS 

and
RUBY FOWLER 

Presideni R. Kitby Godsey said 
that the university will not com
promise academic integrity and 
teligious'fteodom and aflinned that 
Mercer is a Baptist university in a 
press conference held Monday.

The siatemeni to the press was 
prompted hy the circulation of a let
ter in which Lee Roberts, a 
member of Eastside Baptist Church 
in Marietta, alleged that Tilthy 
language and heresies are being 
printed by the Mercer University 
Press, hard liquor is served at of- 
Ticial functions," lewd cartoons 
and pornography" arc being 
published in the student newspaper, 
and that "widespread student 
drunkenness" csists on campus.

The 16-page letter includes book 
excerpts, copies of speeches made 
by President Godsey, atlicles and 
advertisements from The Mercer 
Ctuaer. the student newspaper, and 
reproductions of photographs

the books that we publish." He 
added that political fundamentalist 
doctrine is "contrary to the very 
essence of a Baptist university ami 
to the heatl and soul of Baptists."

In response to Roberts’ insistence 
, that only Christians should hold ad
ministrative or teaching positions, 
Godsey said that such, a policy 
would be of "excessive limita
tion." He expressed that the 
university should have a strong 
commitment.to the selection of 
quality faculty and that religqus af- 
Tilialion is not the only criterion for 
faculty members. He described 
such a policy as ‘^monolithic and 
unilateral," and said that students 
need to study with people who have 
a different point of view.

"The richness and strength of the 
faculty is a reflection of its diver
sity." he said.

Godsey suted that the universi
ty has no intention of attacking 
Robetts and characterised Roberts' 

' letter as a "vicious assault" on the 
university.

Merccrians sign petitions supporting the response of the administration to Roberts’ open letter.

Godsey thanks students for their support
By KAREN JACOBS 
Editor-in-chief

President R. Kirby Godsey was 
-met with tremendous applause and 
cheers as he spoke in the student 
center lobby packed waJI-to-wall 
with students on Wednesday.

Godsey held the press conference 
to express appreciation to the stu
dent body for its support of the ad- 
minstration’s'' stance against 
political fyndamentalists in the 
Georgia Baptist Convention.

Godsey said that Roberts' most 
scurrilous anack on the universi
ty was in suggesting that the

students did not deserve respeCt. 
He said the university holds its 
students in high regard, and that 
their support has.given ad
ministrative officials confidence to 
fight against the political fun
damentalists in the Georgia Baptist 
Convention; "Religious and 
academic freedom constitute the 
heart of a university. We can't have 
a university unless there's a com
mitment to free inquiry. We will 
not compromise our commitment 
to academic freedom."

Godsey added that "being Bap
tist means being religiously free."

and said that a commitment 4o 
religious freedom was among the 
most important contributions made 
by Baptists.

Godsey state<f that the Board of 
Trustees is committed to their 
authority, and added that "that 
authority will not be sacrificed to 
any group outside of the universi
ty *'

Bert Struby. past publisher pf 
The Macon Telegraph-News and a 
member of the Board of Trustees, 
said that he is certain that the 
trustees will give their solid support 
to Godsey.

See related stories. Page 2 IcadCFS FCSpOnd tO COntFOVCFSy

President Godsey’s 
“ Meaning of a Baptist University.’ 

Pages 10 & 11

printed in Playboy magazine. The 
letter urges readers to write or call 
Godsey and the members of the 
university's board of trustees ask
ing them "to approve the right of 
the Georgia Baptist Convention 
Nominating Committee to make 
free and unrestricted nominations 
to trustees positions at Mercer." 
Copies of the lener have been sent 

/to Baptist pastors, mem^rs of the 
Board of Trustees, members of the 
faculty, and parents of students.

Go^y stated that Roberts' let
ter is pan of a plan to control the 
university: "It is his desire that the 
Georgia Baptist Convention should 
nominate and elect all of our 
trustees. He wanf^ to control the 
election of Trustees so that he can 
control what is taught and can con- 
trof the selection of faculty who 
teach, (he textbooks they use. and

Godsey stated that the universi
ty has no interest in withdrawing 
from the GBC. and expressed that 
Mercer wants to be a "cooperative 
partner with the convention."

In ulking about the student 
newspaper. Godsey said that the 
student press sometimes gets the 
administration in trouble, but lhaf 
he upholds editorial freedom and 
has favored restraints only "in 
terms of decency and taste."

C. Ben Struby. a member of the 
Board of Trustees and a former 
editor of The Mercer Cluster, said 
that Roberts' anack on the authority 
of the trustees was "totally unac- 
ccpuble." and that Mercer is in 
"the finc^ condition it's ever been 
in." He added that the policies 
governing student publications are 
adequate.

By RUBY FOWLER 
Associate Editor

In interviews Wednesday, 
four prominent Georgia Baptists, 
leaders of the Southern Baptist 
Alliance (SBA), spoke about the 
controversy surrounding Mercer 
University and Marietta layman 
Lee Roberts' open Icncr.

Dr. Jim StikkJand, pastor of the 
Heritage Baptist Church in 
Cartersville and SBA executive 
board member, expressed his opi
nion: "What Lee Robens did is 
wrong. It was not a responsible ac
tion. I am appalled at what he did 
and how he did it."

Rev. Tom Conley, pastor of 
Atlanta's Northside Drive Baptist 
Church and a member of the 
Alliance's executive board, 
described Robens* letter as a 
"travesty — a thinly veiled attempt 
to capture Mercer University for 
the fundamentalist cause." and 
designed to give Mercer a "Bible 
school mentality.'*

Rev. Bruce Morgan, treasurer of 
the Alliance and pastor of Griffin 
First Baptist Church, said that he 
was "greatly disturbed" by the let
ter. Morgan said this is "a critical

time — a potentially tragic time for 
Southern Baptists."

Dr. Henry Huff, SBA second 
vice-president, was frank: "I 
deplore any attempt to siifie free 
thought and expression at any in
stitution. If any institution is not in 
a search for truth, it should not ex
ist. Certainly. Mercer has always 
stood for truth.'*

Huff is a trustee of the Southern 
Baptist Theological. Seminary in 
Louisville. KY and the former 
vice-president of the Southern Bap
tist Convention.

The Alliance leaders also 
responded to the position taken by 
Mercer's Board of Trustees and by 
university president Dr. R. Kirby 
Godsey. Strickland said. "I support 
Mercer. Godsey. and the actions of 
the trustees, and I hope that Mercer 
students will speak out in support 
of Godsey and the administr^ion.

Conley expressed words of sup
port: "I aggrec wholeheartedly 
with Godsey and the trustees."

Morgan said. "They (Godsey 
and the Mercer trustees) have 
moved quickly and decisively. I 
wish them well."

Strickland said the timing of the 
letter was "not coiruridental. but 
pan of a designed plan to take over 
the work of Georgia Baptists: 
"What has transpired has been 
carefully orchestrated. Charles 
Stanley and Atlanta’s First Baptist 
Church were poised, wailing to res
pond to Mercer. It is their hope to 
influence other churches to 
withhold money and suppon. 1 
think they’ll find out it will not 
work”

*i hope Georgia Baptists will say 
*no' to the likes of Roberts. If left 
alone, he will try to destroy a great 
institution, and 1 hope Georgia 
BafUists will not let that happen, " 
Strickland added.

Conley also responded to further 
questions." The 'spiritual climate' 
of a university is by its nature a 
thing that no one can control. Lee 
Roberts and the fundamentalists arc 
on the wrong track. I deplore ihcir 
actions as strongly as I pitssibly 
can. and I hope the Mercer trustees 
will stand firm."

The Atliam:e is an organization 
within the SBC, whose members 
believe that current SBC trends 
threaten historic Baptist principles.
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News-^
Resolution passed condemning Roberts’ letter
By KAREN J.ACOBS 
Edttor-iiKhicr

The Student Government 
Association (SGA) passed two 
resolutions supporting the ad
ministration's decision to "uphold 
the academic and religous freedom 
of the university" at its meeting on 
Monday.

The formation of the resolutions 
was precipiuted by an open letter 
sent to members of the university 
community and parents by Lee' 
Roberts.

The first resolution stales that the 
information in Robetts" letter "was 
biased and poorly reflected the cur
rent stale of the university." and 
that materials, quotes, and adver
tisements were taken out of 
contest.

The second resolution, proposed 
by SGA Senator Bo Shippen and 
Ron Light, chief justice of the 
Judicial Council, suied that 
Roberu has taken isolated ex
amples of books, advertisements, 
and movie schedules and "ex
trapolated these items to ridiculous 
extremes and absurd conclusioos."

tempts of Roberts to stifle the 
religious and academic freedoms 
that this university holds with such 
high regard." Presidem David Sisk 
said that copies of the resolutions 
would be sem to parents. President 
Kirby Godsey. Roberts, members 
of the Board of Trustees, depart
ment heads, and all others 
involved.

The resolution "condei

Douglas Skellon. provost and 
dean of the medical school, told the 
^senators that the university's 
nominees to its Board of Trustees 
were rejected by the Georgia Bap
tist Convention, and said that the 
nominees were rejected because 
they "didn't ascribe to political 
fundamentalist doctrine."

Skellon said that Roberts feels 
that all Baptists should adhere to the 
same fundamentalists doctrine, and 
said that the university "will 
never" allow the political fun
damentalists to' 'lake control of the 
university." Skellon further slated 
that the university will not ''be 
blackmailed" if the convention 
should threaten to take away its 
huiding of two mill ion doUars from

: at- the university.

"The university inlcnds to main
tain its identity as a Baptist univer
sity. and we will not impair its 
academic and religious freedom." 
he said.

The SGA made plans to schedule 
a forum on the allegations made by 
Roberts, and to invite sludeni. 
faculty, and Roberts to come and 
voice opinions.

Ashley Ogden, food service 
committee chairman, announced 
that Jim Foster is the new assistant 
to Mike Provan. director of 
Epicure Food Service. He an
nounced lhai the cafeteria is plan
ning a costume party on Oct. 29 
during dinner.

Fiscal Affairs cjiairman Shawn 
Lanier announced that SGA has 
$15,750 in its appropriation fund. 
Jan Holton, campus Beautification 
chair, said that, her commillee 
spoke to Robert Neal, di.-eclor of 
physical plant, about putting 
flowers on campus, getting a 
school flag, and renovating the stu- 
dmt center.

Additionally. Dean of Students 
Barry Jenkins informed the 
senators about new registration 
tirocedures.

CLA faculty express support
By KAREN JACOBS 
EdttoHiHchief

Members of ihe faculty of the 
College of Liberal ArU spoke in 
favor of the university's stand on 
the issue of the letter written by Lee 
Roberts in a special called meeting 
held Monday.

Sammye Greer, dean, told the 
professors that they would be 
receiving copies of the open letter 
written by Roberts. She said that ‘ 
the letter was not an attack on the 
theology of President Kirbw 
Godsey. but an attack on "Uw) 
university and the student freedoms 
that Godsey upholds." She said

that the faculty needs to be able to 
respond to what might happen at 
the Georgia Baptist Conventioa and 
to what students have to say. 
•‘There would not be more than 10 
or 12 of us here if Mr. Roberts has 
his way. We're not conservative 
enough," she said. >

Walter Shurden. professor of 
Christianity, said that Roberu and 
^ p^tical fundamentalists are not 

■ ••after Godsey or his theology, but 
control of the university." He said 
that the political ftindamentalisU 
are not concerned about whether a 
person is a Baptist, hut about 
whether a person is a fundamen

talist Christian. He added that that 
segment of the Georgia Baptist 
Convention wants Mercer trustees 
to hi peofrie who have a belief in 
scripture, and that for the political 
fundamentalists, scripture‘means 
"whatever they interpret it to 
mean."

J^ptes Cox, [Mofessorof politkal 
science, told the faculty members 
that they should not respond to the 
questionnaire accompanying 
Roberu' letter. He added that in 
order for the university to be 
"taken over." some legal steps 
would have to be taken.
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Claxton expresses outrage at attack on Godsey
By KAJIEN JACOBS 
ErlUor-iii-chicr

"I am outraged against attacks 
made against Kirby Godsey."

Joe Claxton. general assistam to 
the president, said these words in 
reference to allegations made con
cerning Godsey's personal 
theology in a letter written by lx*

' Roberts as be spoke to universi^ 
ttaff members Monday.

Qaxton explained to the au
dience that Lee Roberts, a Georgia 
Bapiia. circulated an open letter al- 
lacking the university on grounds 
that it permits publication of 
heresies and serves liquor at official 
fimetioas. Roberts charges that the 
student newspaper publishes lewd 
cartopns snd pornographic

malcrial. and that "widespread stu
dent drunkenness" exists on 
campus.

In talking about the letter cir
culated by Lee Robetts, Claxton 
made it clear that his comments 
were not directed to all'fundamen- 
talists. but to those who ascribe (o 
"political fiindamentalism." which 
he described as "an attempt to 
force every person and every in- 
stitubon to adhere to a paiticular set 
of doctrines and nothing else." He 
said thal Roberu has no official 
capacity in the Georgia Baptist 
Convention, but that he associates 
with political fundamentaUsK 
leaden. /

Claxton explained that ^ ad- 
minisitative oOiciab learned 15

months ago that the university was 
a "target" for the political hin- 
damcntalists in the Georgia Baptist 
Convention. He said thal President 
R. Kirby Godsey wanu Mercer to 
be a Baptist university, but thal 
"what the political fundamcnlalisu 
require would be absolutely con
trary to the essence of a^ Baptist 
university and to the Baptist faith."

Claxton told the suff memben 
that Godsey "was subjected to a 
bloodless pUlaiing" by memben of 
the executive committee of the 
Georgia Baptist Convention at a 
meeting held in March. He referred 
to another medling held at Roberu' 
request attended by James Braner. 
assisuni to the president for 
denominational rdalioas, Welton

Gaddy, senior minisler, Godsey. 
Roberts, two minislcrs and himself 
as an "inquisition about the presi
dent's personal theology, student 
newspapers, what's Uught in the 
Christianity department, and the 
publication of books."

Claxton added Ihe issue with the 
Georgia Baptisf Convention in con
trol of the univcniiy. He said that 
a book published by a political fiin- 
damenialisl professor staled thal 
Georgia is the "next big state" for 
the political liindamcntalisu, and 
that "Mercer is the school."

Claxloo said that possible actions 
laken by the Georgia Baptist Con
vention at iu meeting in November 
might include requiring all Mercer 
board of trustee members to be

Baptist, changing the method of 
election of trustees, culling off hin- 
ding. asking present trustees by 
name to resign, and requiring that 
books published by the university 
meet certain doctrinal slandard.s , 

Cfaxion poinled oul thal the 
university is contacting parents and 
alumni, and mailing oul copies of 
Godsey's speech liiled "The Mean
ing of a Baptist University." He 
said that the administration values 
quality education, and that free in
quiry and academic freedom must 
not be abridged. "We have got to 
resist this attack al every turn and 
from every direction. We've got to 
be willing to stand up for this in
stitution ... we are all needed 
here," he said.

V
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Proctor receives papal medal from Pope
Dr. Charl^ Proctor, associate 

dean and professor of phar- 
mocology of the medical school, 
rec^ved the Papal Decoration, 
"Cross Pro Ecclesia et Pontifacc" 
Friday.

The decoration, initiated in 1888 
by Pope Leo XIII. is awarded by 
the Pope pursuant to petition by a 
local Roman Catholic Bishop. The 
medal is awarded as a sign of the 
Pontiffs recognition of distin
guished service to humanity, the 
church, and the Papacy. It is one 
of the highest papal medals given 
to lay persons.

Proctor has achieved national 
and international recognition as a 
pharmacologist, toxicologist and 
chemist and holds memberships in 
several learned and professional 
societies. He has published over 80 
scientific articles, including two 
patents. His scientific contributions 
include the following several ap
plications of polarogrs^c analysis

to analytical toxicology; develop
ment of a biological test for 
schizophrenia; first dentonstration 
of the rate-limiting step in the 
biosynthesis of the oeurotransmit- 
ters norepinephrine and dopamine 
in a living animal: and contribu
tions to the explanation of the 
mechanism of action of the 
digital is-type drugs used to treat 
congestive heart failure.

Proctor has rendered service to 
government and academia. While 
serving as a Health. Education and 
Welfare advisor to the late U.S. 
President Lyndon Johnson he per
formed the research required to 
establish that there were no con
stitutional or statutory barriers to 
implemenution of the minority ac
cess to research careers programs, 
of the National Institutes of ^ealth.

He served the United Nations as 
vice-chairman of the American 
Delegation to the International 
Conference on Student Problems

Innrmary now issues illness excuses
By SUSANNAH VASS 

Illaess excuses no longer go 
through the assistant dean's oHlce, 
according to a new policy adopted 
by the infirmary.

Under the new policy, excuse. 
- are issued by the infirmary to the 

ttudents. who take them directly to 
their instructors. Excuses were 
formerly issued to professors in 
memorandum form through office 
of Wilfred Platt, assistant dean.

Platt said that the new system 
was formed to relieve "the tremen
dous workload" imposed on his of
fice in doing memos. He said the 
system will place the burden of is
suing excuses on the infirmary per- 
sonn^ who are more able and 
more qualified to decide who ne^

Campus Capsule
Campus Capsule b a listing of naticts and meetings. Organizatioas wishing 
to publiciic announcements should inquire at the Cluster, Box A.

HiU To Speak
Chaplin John Hill of the Medical Center of Central Georgia will speak at 

the Mercer University community worship service Sunday. Oct. I8 at II 
a.m. in the Ware ReciUl Hall.

CKI Lecture
Circle K International will sponsor ^lecture Monday at 6 p.m. in Room 

102 of the psychology buiding. Jim Tessmer. business manager of the Macon 
Pirates, a member of the Macon Kiwanis Club, and former Circle K member 
will speak on the topic. "How* Circle K helped me u> achieve success."

Alphas Present Pageant
Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity presents i(.s annual Mivs Bbck and Gold Pageant 

and Coronation Tuesday at 7 p.m. in Ware Recital Hall.

C/MiferMeeting
The Sleir of Thr Mercer Clusler will meet Wednesday. Ocl. 21 at 3 p.m. 

in theCluaer offi«.

Important Announcement
Sludenu United for Mcrccr will host an informational meeting Wed.. Ocl. 

21 at 6 p.m. in the Co-op. Special guest speaker will be Dr. Kent Anglin.

Congrats Kim
Phi Mu would like to congratulate Kimberly Talbert on becoming Sigmu 

Nu pledge class sweethean.

and as chairman of the Scientific 
Commission of that conference. He 
has served on several National In
stitutes of Health peer review 
panels and has recently rmished 
concurrent terms of office as 
member of the Council of the Na-

wnHWiilM M II l llill fi>.WIIi|iMM Th HI—
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Dr. Charles Proctor

tional Institute of Environmental 
Health Science and the Research 
Council of the Food and Drug 
Administration.

Proctor has taught more than 
3.000 medical school graduates and 
served as preceptor for 10 students 
pursuing the Ph.D. degree in phar
macology. He has received ten na
tional 2nd local awards recognizing 
his ability as a professor.

Dr. Proctor is a member of St. 
Peter Clavcr Parish A member of 
both the Knights of Columbus and 
the Knights of Peter Claver. he has 
been instrumental in establishing 
Councils of the latter order in 
Savannah. Atlanta and Macon. In 
the Knights of Peter Claver he 
serves as Chairman of the National 
Committee on Public Issues and as 
Area Deputy for Georgia. He 
received the Cold Medal of Merit 
from the Knights of Peter Claver in 
1979.

Formerly he served as vice-

chairman of the Board of Lay Ad
visors to the Bishop of Nashville 
and on the Board of Education of 
the Archdiocese of Chicago. In the 
latter capacity he established a pro
gram implementing scientific text
book review by panels of volunteer 
expert advisors and worked 
diligently and oRen successfully to 
keep Catholic inner city schools 
open.

Proctor received the B. A. degree 
in Chemistry from Fisk Universi
ty, Nashville, Tennessee in 1943 
and the Master’s degree (M. A.) in 
Organic Chemistry from Fisk in 
1946. He earned the Ph.D. degree 
in Pharmacology and Toxicology 
from Loyola University of Chicago 
m 1950. In May Florida A. and M. 
University awarded him the 
honorary Doctor of Science degree 
at its Centennial Commencement. 
At Fisk he was elected to Phi Beta 
Kaf^ and to Beta Kappi Chi 
Scientific Honor Society? ~

an excuse.
Platt said that he had discussed 

the sysiem with several people and 
discovered that the only obvious 
disadvantage was that students have 
only one copy of the excuse to take 
to instructors. "We intend to have 
an official printed form (with the* 
infirmary name on it)." he said, 
"but we have not been able to get 
that completed." A standard form 
would be easily recognized and 
more readily accepted by the facul
ty, he said.

The assistant dean's office will 
continue to provide excuses for 
students who are treated off;/ 
campus and for emergency situa
tions, such as a death in the family.

She said Yes!
Congratulations to 

Sara Kulman and Murray Weed 

on their engagement!

GLENWOOD VILLLAGE 

APARTMENTS
Phone: 746-8808 - Ext. 187

Special Student Discounts 

•Single Story Design 

\^*Studio Efficiency 

•Fully Furnished 

•Energy Efficient 

•Wall to Wall Carpeting

Apartments Are Ideally 
Located:
•Wal-Mart 
•Piggy WIggly 
•Revpo Drugs 
•Eckerd Drugs 
•McDonald's 
•Del Taco 
•Shoney's 
•Kentucky Fried Chicken 
•Burger King 
•Yellow Rose 
•Coliseum
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Martial arts plans 

year’s activities

Gowan sits at the new Discovtr computer.

DISCOVER ‘87 — Career Planning System
tests and wait for results;" started with the system and will be.

DISCOVER '87 is available to available for assistance.
By SUSANNAH VASS 
Features Editor

DISCOVER '87 is this year’s 
model of Mercer’s four-year-old 
computerized career planning 
system.

The ’’new. improved version" 
of DISCOVER has interesting, 
four-color graphics, auto'matic 
printout, and a more eitensive for
mat of nine modules, said Mary 
Cowan, Career Development
Spcsialisj,,^------

"We thitik it’s a very good way 
to get a lot of students involved in 
career assessment." she said. "The 
computer gives immetfiate feed
back. Students don’t have to take

students who want only occupation 
information or to those who are 
seeking guidance in choosing paths 
to a career. If a snident is interested 
in using DISCOVER, the first step, 
said Cowan, is to set an appoint
ment with her or one of the Peer 
Advocates in Student Development 
Services, The student will be given 
a career planning guidebook and 
will be asked to complete a section 
of it to find out where he is in the 
process of career planning. This 
determines which modules the stu
dent will need to use and will save 
lime at the computer. CSowan or a 
Peer Advocate will gel the student

Follow-up A the most impor
tant part," said Cowan. After the 
student has gathered information, 
she or a Peer Advocate talk with 
him about what to do with it, how 
to use the resources in the career 
library, and which professors or 
people in the student’s chosen field 

- he should talk to.

Cowan said that the system is 
“not a magic wand."

"We encourage students to use 
other aspects of student develop
ment." she said. She emphasized 
the importance of personal 
counseling.

By ROBBIE TURNLEY 
Staff Writer

“I LOVE MMA!" These are ap
propriate words to describe this 
year’s Mercer Martial Arts 
Associaton. This organization was 
founded on Dec. II, 1986. 
after proper approval was received 
from Davis Palmour. Director of 
Student Activities. Shawn Leveto 
founded MMA to give martial arts 
students a place to practice when 
they are away from home. During 
winter quarter 1987, iht organiza-. 
tion began with only four mendiers. 
Currently, Mercer Maitial Arts 
Association has about 17 members.

Dr. Marjorie Davis, assistant 
provost and a second degree black 
bell instructor, is the faculty ad
visor of MMA. This year’s officers 
include: Shawn Leveto. president; 
Chris Ross, vice president; Doug 
Chesser, secretary; and Greg 
Clark, treasurer.

Among the activities planned for 
this year are an outdoors maitial 
arts demonstration in mid- 
November, a self defense seminar 
for women during Rape Awareness 
Week in February, and a "board-

breaking" fund-raiser during 
spring quarter. Also. MMA plans 
to compete in several tournaments 
as Shawn Leveto and Chris Ross 
did this past weekend. They 
represented Mercer University at 
Robert Ray’s American Karate 
Association in Atlanta and did ex
ceptionally well. Mercer Mania! 
Ans Association panicipales in 
charity events; they make a dona
tion regularly to the Psycho Educa
tion Center for Disturbed Children.

MMA is currently attempting to 
organize and promote an inter
collegiate manial arts tournament 
in cooperation with southeastern 
colleges and universities. This 
event could possibly take place dur
ing the 1988-89 school year.

Membership is still open to 
anyone interested in the study of 
martial arts, including women and 
races other than whites. 'There are 
an even distribution of races and 
bells in MMA. Mereer Martial 
Alts Association meets each Thurs
day evening at 7:30 in the Trustees 
Dining Room and dues are only 
$20 a quarter. Come join us!

Pipe dream comes true with Great Books
By LAUREN ROSENAU 
Univenhy ReUtioas

Wharbegan as a “pipe dream*' 
in the minds of a few professors in 
the laic 1970*s has now become an 
accepted, if not prefened. way of 
learning for students at Mercer' 
University. This pipe dream 

, became real with the dcvcioptwni 
of the Great Books Programjpnc 
of the two tracks of liberalaru 
education now offered at Mercer.

The Great Books Program, 
which has been cited by some as 
“the wave of the future'* ineduca* 
tional policy, is*designed to give 
students a general education by 
reading the original tests of some 
of the world's greatest authors. Ac
cording to Michael M. Cass, pro- 
fessof of English and director of the

Grea( Books Program at Mercer, 
“it's a back-to-basics effort.’* 
^hcr than reading a textbook that 
describes Homer's Iliad as the best 
literary work of all lime, students 
read the original text and decide for ' 
themselves, said Dr. Cass.

The Great Books curriculum 
consists of eight required courses 
and a ninth one that is optional. The 
program is deliberately structured 
to take a student from his freshman 
ycai through his senior yt^ of col
lege. In this way the program 

sdesig.ners hope to encourage the 
idea tkai general education is just 
as important as a student's major. 
Students in the Great Books Pro
gram read works by Plato, 
Aquinas. Descartes. Dickens and 
Freud ^rnong many others and

survey a broad range, of political, 
religious, philosophical and scien
tific thought.

The ’“founding fathers** of the 
Great Books Program at Mercer 
University are faculty members in 
the philosophy department. They 
include Thomas M. Trimble. 
a.ssociate professor of philosophy. 
Dr. Theodore D. Nordenhaug, 
Roberts Professor of Philosophy, 
and Peter C. Brown, assistant pro
fessor of philosophy.

According to Dr. Cass, these 
men put together a proposal and 
presented it to the General Educa
tion Comhtittcc. After acceptance 
by the committee, the Great Books 
idea was then pre^ted to the 
faculty at Mercer where it passed 
in Spring I9S2. At that time

Mercer faculty members decided 
that the Great Books Program was 
a reasonable and valid way to gel 
an education.

Thirty-four students enrolled in 
the first Great Books course at 

■ Mercer in 1984 and a year later 
there were 16 students left. Dr. 
Cass calls these students pioneers, 
“the elite of courage who made it 
through.** Now. however, the 
enrollment is up to 100, an indica
tion of the apparent success of the 
program. Dr. Cass expects enroll
ment to continue to climb as word 
of the program spreads.

A typical Great Books class con
sists of a quc^iion-and-answcr for
mat in which the teacher leads with 
a question and then holds back, en- 
couraging the students to think and

discuss on their own. The students 
are assigned about 30 pages of 
reading each night and are usually 
expected to attend least four ex
tra events each quarter, such as 
films.Jccturcs, and plays. Dr. tass 

' emphasizes, however, that the 
Great Books Program is not an 
honors program but instead design
ed for the student who likes class 
discussions, small classes. <fnd has 
a preference for reading. A Great 
Bwk-s class is "imcrcslcd people 
discussing around a small table." 
said Dr. Cass.

Great Books students come from 
a varied background of educational 
interests and career goals. Students 
in the program range from pre-med
S« GREAT BOOKS, P»gc 13

Virginia Hall to s|>eak 

at Engineering school
Virginia Hall, contributing col- 

turamt to The Atlaaa Conaitutum. 
will speak on the topic "Organiz
ing Youraelf for tie Job Search" 
Thursday at 7:30 p.m. in Room 
203 of the engineering school.

The speech will focus on how 
college stndenu can prepare 
themselves during their school

years to be more markeuble for 
jobs at graduation.

Hall writes for the "Job Guide" 
section of the Sunday edhion of The 
Conitiluiion. She Is owner ot 
Trams Position, a placemeMgen- 
cy that accommodates pe^Ie who 
change jobs within their career 
area.
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Mercer Fashions
What are students 

wearing on campus?
By HEATHER HOOKS 
Surr Writer

If you've been paying any 
attention to what students are 
wearing around campus, you’ll 
notice a defmite trend towards 
comfortable-looking or well- 
worn clothing. This trend is 
evident in T.V. commercials, 
magazine ads, and in clothing 
stores. In an article from the 
College Press Service, one 
clothing store salespe^n feels 
that this new fashion trend is a 
"return of the ’60s,” and while 
the new style ttiay not be a 
political statement, it ia defi
nitely a statement of some kind.

The same article states that 
the casual look is in because, 
"students are dressing the way 
they're living. Even sorority 
girls aren't wearing preppy 
clothes this Fall."

Amanda Pace. Mercer Ash
man, said. "I dress this way 
because I have an eight o’clock ■ 
class, rm not trying to impress 
anybody, so I dress for com

fort.”
One style that reflects this 

comfortable look is stone- 
washed jeans, also called dia
mond washed, acid washed or 
iced denim. A pair of these 
jeans can range anywhere from 
$20 to $60 in price depending on 
what brand you buy and where 
you shop.

Much to the joy of the male 
gender, m* Mskirts seem to be 
here for a while. These can be 
seen in all different lengths and 
styles and made with all differ
ent materials such as denim or 
Swiss flannel. Popular colors 
include khaki, blue (denim), 
peach, and gray.

Oversized tops also seem to 
be a fashion statement at 
Mercec. Anything too big. from 
T-shirts to button-downs to 
sweaters is being worn. Not 
only are oversized tops comfort
able to kick around in. but they 
also hide the famous "freshman 
fifteen."

, CouctiKy.Mcthan show, not as much leg with tong
Robby Duvall is sporting one of many types of starts ^ ^
with the "Mercer” logo. ‘ ribbon.

i I®
j

Dellia and Dea Pritchett show off the look of 
suspenders, pleated pants, and cotton coals.

Pabley...about as American as apple pic. Nice 
job Julie Bine.

Jay keeps a sweatshirt as a part of his fall wardrobe 
and Susan Turk is wearing a coat, with the ever 
popular padded shoulders accented'with a long 
skirt.

Phil Wren pedves that be is a true Mcrcerian by 
wearing a navy blazer touched oftby a striped tie.
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Opinion—A
Living in Oz By KAREN JACOBS 

Edltor-in-Chkf

Mercer University has been a 
most important part of my life dur
ing the last three years. 1 like this 
place and 1 cate about what goes on 
here.

As a journalist, 1 recognize the 
importance of free speech in our 
society. While I do not like the at
tacks that Lee Robeits has made 
concerning the universf 
rtxognize that he has a right I 
press his opinion.

However. I strongly object to the 
method which Robetu has used in 
seeking to destroy the good name 
of Mercer. I am particularly 
outraged at attacks on the Mercer 
publications. The ads that Roberts 
reprinted (without permission of 
The Merger Cluster. I might add)

•sHy, 1 
ht taex-

were taken totally out of contest. 
Much of his information is outdated 
and doesn't reflect significant 
changes made in recent times.

I object strongly to Robeits im
plications that those ads were run 
with the express purpose of en
couraging sexual activity. Recent
ly adopted guidelines under which 
this paper operates specify that 
advertisements quinot be published 
advocating the use of contraceptive 
products for any purpose other than 
as a public heatlh service. Also, 
this paper has not recently run any 
such ads. Roberts should have 
taken the time to investigate and 
find out the facts before circulating 
his material. His information 
amounts to innuendo and is of a

nature that leads parents, trustees, 
and others to make false snap 
judgments about this university, its 
publications, and its students. He 
has taken isolated incidences and 
inflated them to unrealisuc and 
distoned propoitions.

I condemn the action of Roberts 
in seeking to taint the credibility of 
The Mercer Cluster that my staff 
has worked hard to maintain. My 
suff is committed to the highest 
sundards of responsible jour
nalism. What Roberts has written 
is unethical, unjustified..-and 
unbecoming of one claiming to act 
on behalf of (jod.

Students are encouraged to ex
press their opinions on this issue.

Making Choices By RUBY FOWLER Associate Editor

At a press conference .Monday 
morning. Dr. (jodsey said, "1 hope 
that his (Lee Roberts) view does 
not prevail." If in fact Robeits does 
speak for a majority of Georgia 
Baptistst if political and theological 
fundamentalists do gain comrol of 
the Georgia Baptist Convention 
(GBCJ. Mercer will choose one of 
two routes. We can give in to the 
blackmail of Roberts and others 
like him. sacrificing our uni<(uc 
climate of academic and religious 
freedom, or we can dissassociale 
ourselves from the GBC and our 
rich Baptist heritage. While neither 
choiw holds a great appeal, our ad
ministration has commendably 
refused "to compromise the in
tegrity" of the university.

erroneous tirade directed at Mercer 
and Dr. Godsey is an insult to the 
intelligence and judgment of 
Georgia Baptist lay people.

Another characteristic . of 
Roberts' propaganda is at least as 
offensive as these named. The 
"open letter to Georgia Baptists " 
IS clearly labeled a^ material that 
should "not be placed in the hands 
of women." implying that Georgia 
Baptist men are the only ones wor
thy of being informed. Mrs. 
Gndsey is criticized for being thd 
Deacon of the Week at a local 
church. In the letter. Roberts also 
refers to females at Mercer as 
"guls" rather than "women." The 
altitude and word choice are clear
ly rexist. ,

The content of Roberts' mailing 
is offensive to students because it 
makes hasty and ill-founded 
generalizations about our-«udenI 
body. It is insulting to ad
ministrators and faculty, poitraying 
them as morally and thrologically 
incompetent. A bitter and often

However, this chauvenistic al
titude is Only an echo of others in 
the Southern Baptist denomination.
Many churches refuse to ordain 
women as deacons or ministers, 
and a large number of congrega
tions still do not allo«t women to

........ .................... _ pray aloud in worship services.

Past’writers react to attack oi^ column
agery and symbols used for the pur-Editor:

It has come to our attention that 
Lee Robens' recent attack against 
Mercer University included an 
unauthorized reprint of a column 
written by us. It is unfortunate UuU 
the charges brought against us are 
based either on blatant distortion of 
the facts or on plain ignorance, 
neither of which is excusable.

Mr. Roberts has characterized 
our former column. “Jhc Beat 
Goes On." as promoting drugs, 
homosexuality and Satan worship. 
The evidence shows, however, that 
we have never promoted any of 
these vices. In fact, in one of our 
earliest articles, titled "Shout at the 
Devil." we condemned Satanic im

pose of selling records. If Mr. 
Roberu had been thorough in his 
investigation, he would have found 
that the column was nothing more 
than a simple look at the popular 
music scene.

The most disturbing ppcct of 
this Mack, however, is dm that Mr. 
Roberts disagrees with our 
ideology, which is his right as an 
American. It is his method of at
tacking us that we find offensive. 
Because Mr. Roberts disagrees 
with our musical interests, we are 
branded as heretics. These so- 
called heretics are now atbtfd year 
law student at Walter^', George 
School of Law and a computer pro-

Women who feel a call imo 
Christian service are encouraged lo 
marry a paitor or missionary, and 
are discouraged from emering 
other areas such as a chaplaincy or 
counseling ministry.

Most recently, the Home Mis
sion Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention voted to no longer pro
vide financial assistance lo chur
ches that ordain women as 
ministers or deacons or that have 
women currently serving in cither 
capacity.

The policies and the anitudes are 
sexist. Women in ministry find 
them objectionable, and they are.

How long can our denomination 
continue in this direction? Can we 
really grow as a body of believers 
while .continuing policies and at
titudes that prevent women from 
actively ministering? Can we grow 
intellectually while we stifle 
academic freedom? Can we 
develop love and respect for others 
even as we narrow our theological 
perspectives?

What will our choice be?

grammer for the United States 
military. Not to mention, both of 
us are also professing Christians.

We hope that, in the future. Mr. 
Roberts will respect our opinions 
as much as wc respect his. We are 
two students who were innocently 
caught in the crossfire of his 
vicious and unwarimtcd attack "in 
the name of religion." Such 
behavior is inexcusable in a socie
ty based on free thought and 
expression.

TONY L. BLAIR 
Walter F. George 

School of Law

JASON D. SHUMATE 
Robins Air Force Base
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Letter: Student suggests elimination of senior capstone
After listening to conversations 

and opinions of seniors for the past 
two yeain, I tun convinced that the 
greatest evil at Mercer is neither 
Wonderfiil Wednesday nor Chapel 
Break, but senior capstone. Frank
ly. I ant confounded that Mercer 
has overlooked senior capstone as 
a ripe divestiture candidate in a 
time when Mercer is on the prowl 
to weed out the "b.s." I think that 
capstone is noble in its aim "to in
crease students' awareness of 
themselves," but I believe that it 
fails in its application.

The main complaint that I have 
against senior capstone is that the 
professors who preside over the 
courses are not qualified to teach 
the subject material. Do you 
believe that a history professor 
should teach math? Should some
one trained in German teach 
French? Would y*u take physics 
from a political scientist? Is an 
English profes^r qualified to teach 
economics? My answer_to all of 
these questions is "NO." 1 resent 
the fact thkt I will have to write 
papers for. be lectured to and take 
tests from professors who are un
trained and unqualified to teach 
specific disciplinary facets of cer
tain issues. Even worse, I will be 
graded by them.

The capstone classes are mostly 
propaganda and indoctrination. 
Many of the issues capstone con

fronts arc political and economic in 
nature. In my opinion, the only 
faculty at this school who are cer- 
tifiiably qualified to discuss these 
subjects are in the political science, 
economics and history depart
ments. Those .who teach capstone 
are certainly entitled to their own 
opinions burl do not believe that 
we should be required to pay 
money so we can be indoctrinated 
with personal opinions rather than 
disciplined theory.

The indoctrination of capstone 
has a heavy slant. Most people who 
I have talked to are uught that the 
U.S. is rotten and imperialistic, 
technology is bad, corporations arc 
evil, capitalism is terrible and 
socialism is great. I will leave the 
slant of other issues to your im
agination — hint; they all fit into 
the same category of cliche liberal 
dogmatism as the aforesaid. I'm not 
saying that the above opinions arc 
untrue; instead. I'm saying that 

. those who teach it are not qualified 
to teach it.

1 can understand taking a class 
from a historian who will discuss 
the historical perspective of an 
issue. Or taking a class from an 
English professor who teaches the 
literary perspective of issues. Or 
from an economist who teaches the 
economic perspective of issues. 
However. 1 cannot understand why 
we should be subjected to a nonex

pert's misguided interpreution of 
certain disciplines when discussing 
specific facets of issues. A capstone 
teacher's retarded Understanding of 
discipiines regarding issues results 
in retarded solutions and conclu
sions in the classroom. Thus, how 
can we as students, even take the 
viewpoints of capstone instructors 
seriously?

As an economics major. I 
wonder if the capstone professors 
who confront economic issues 
know anything about: the creation 
of wealth (how is it created?), the 
factors of production, Edgeworth 
boxes. Heckscher-Olin, budget 
constraints, comparative advan
tage, marginalism, elasticities, 
foreign exchange markets, terms of 
trade, offer curves, the Federal 
Reserve, fiscal policy and 
monetary policy. Could they define 
inflation or recession? Do they 
know what is meant by demand, 
supply and equilibtium\Could they 
draw a Marshallian Cross?-Have 
they kept current with economic 
literature? Knowledge and 
understanding of these and other 
concepts are esentiaj for one to be 
qualified to teach and understand 
the economically oriented issues 
that capstone discusses.' Written in 
margins of ecnomically oriented 
papers. I have seen teachers com
ments that had egregiously ignorapt 
flaws in their economic reasoning.

Capstone teachers with , no 
knowledge of economic fundamen
tals have no business discussing the 
economics of Nicaragua, Central 
America or Europe because their 
minds are not capable of imer- 
preting the causes and effects of 
economic phenomenon.

Next, I am rather suspicious of 
the teachers who volunteer to teach 
capstone. It is almost as if their own 
disciplines are not interesting 
enough for them so they firid a 
greater intrigue in playing amateur 
"experts" pretending that their un
disciplined opinions are facmal. In 
their bliss, ignorant of the 
disciplines which concern the 
issues they confront, the desire 
many of these teachers have to get 
outside of their disciplines seems to 
me to be a confession of failures.

Another gripe that 1 have with 
the capstone program is that it is 
discriminatory. They don't 
discriminate against blacks, Jews 
or Chinese; however, many of the 
capstone teachers arc known to 
have a bias against business 
shidents. In fact, some are very un- 
subtle about their smugness toward 
business students.

Eet me digress and say 
something positive at least. There 
are three or four capstone teachers 
whom I have the utmost respect 
for. The capstorw classes they teach

concern the disciplines in which 
they are experts. Furthermore, they 
arc scholarly enough that they 
would teach with an objective ap
proach in the discussion. Unfor
tunately, I cannot single them out 
for praise, because 1 would 
simultaneously single out the 
nuisances.

To close this sour article, let me 
restate my strongest complaints 
with additions. 1 believe most 
senior capstone courses, despite the 
intentions staled in the bulletin, are 
liBle more than political indoctrina
tion labs. Rather than seeking to in
crease students' awareness, 
capstone seeks only to indoctrinate 
and mold an ' 'awareness'' that con

forms to its viewpoint. For many 
of the issues, the faculty have not 
been trained in politics, economics 
or history to such a degree of 
mastery that it can be said that their
assenions would even be relevanu 
in critical academic circles. Some „ 
oftfie capstone teachers have a per
sonal bias against business 
students. Lastly, it galls me to no 
end that we MUST pay $698 to 
listen to these amateurs for a 
quarter. If capstotM were free, then 
I would take it simply as a laughing 
matter, but as it is. it makes me 
mad. Let's get rid of it!

From the Notepad

A call to words
By RON LIGHT

I like Mercer. I have gained 
much from my experienee-here. 
and I can honestly say that 1 have 
grosvn in the academic and spiritual 
environment of this University.

At this time however, someone 
is trying to change this University 
so that the environment is closer to 
what he thinks a Georgia Baptist 
school should be like---- this per
son is Lee Roberts. 1 should be fair. 
Lee Roberts is obviously not the 
only enemy of academic and 
religious freedom. Roberts is only 
a symbol, he is only one of the tools 
of the political fundamenulists who 
are trying to take control of Mercer

the way that they took control of 
five of the Southern Baptist 
seminaries. These people are a 
minority, but they are a minority 
that have taken control of the 
Georgia Baptist'‘Convention and 
they are a very vocal minority.

The letters sent to our parents 
were yet another attempt by this 
group to take control of our 
trustees. Many of you have said 
that we should simply break from 
the convention. It's not that simple, 
according to the charter of the 
University, the GBC must approve 
such a change in our affiliation. 
The most important question for us 
is. "what do we do as students?"

- Here are a few things 1 feel we 
should do:

1- Sign the petition. Snidents 
Unified For M^rar is circulating 
a petition to be^nt to the GBC, 
Mercer Trustees and Administra
tion and the parents of Lee Roberts.

2. Go to the meetings Wed.. Oct. 
21 in the Snack Bar where Dr. Kent 
Anglin will be speaking. Dr. An
glin has had personal experience 
with such moves by the political 
fundamentalists.

3- Encourage your parents to 
write letters of support to the 
Mercer Trustees. Political Fun
damentalists invented direct mail
ings and they w ill be swamping our

Chris HaU

i
Trustees with negative propaganda.

4- If you are a member of a 
Geo)^ia Baptist Church, im
mediately consult with your pastor 
to be appointed a messenger from 
yourc^rch. The more students at 
all GBC Conventions in 
November, the belter.

5- Notify friends at other schools 
who arc Georgia Baptists to do the 
same.

6- Stay aware of future 
developments in this situation.

Perhaps this attack be a 
blessing in disguise as students 
unite to help the school. One of the 
big questions on students' minds 
has been, "what will Mercer be

like if the political fundamentalists 
take over?" Here is a quote from 
Mr. Robert's letter - think about it.

"The accomplishment of this ob
jective (that "our" Baptist schools 
be Christian) requires that ikm on
ly those who teach courses in the 
Department of Christianity but that 
every member of the faculty of a 
Georgia Baptist supported school 
should be positively and actively 
Christian, regularly participants in 
the activities of his church, known 
and declared to be loyal to the Bi
ble. the accepted doctrines, prin
ciples. and programs of the Baptist 
denomination."

University Worship Service
Every Thursday, 10:20 a.m.

Dr. C. Welton Gaddy, senior minister
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How do you feel about the 

administration’s response to the 

allegations made by Lee Roberts?
Compiled by RUBY FOWLER and RAFAEL PINZON

Dan Sandtr*. jophoinore; 1 
belie\4e the aUegatiom are true and 
should no« be taken as a peraoiuU 
attack, but should icsult in an ef
fort^ to bring ntotility back to 
Mercer.

I.e* AbcUana, sophomore: The 
response was correct. This is an 
outrage blown out of proportion. 
Two mUlion is a lof. butto change 
thinp just for the money is 
ridiculous. *

1 1 i
I, ilM

Vltgjna Griffin, senior: I think the 
administration is responding in a 
much more ethical way than Lee 
Roberts treated the University in 
his letter. As Christians we arc to 
respond with iovingkindness. 1 
pray that this has the effect that God 
wanted it to have.

Tommy Stetson, sophomore: I 
think Godsey is doing the right 
thing. If Lee Roberts wanted to 
keep the situation private, he 
wouidn't have sent the letter to 
students' parents.

Youbiida Gibbons, sophomore: 1 
feel that the Southern Baptist Con
vention is seeking power and., 
dominance over the administration. 
This is unethical and absurd. I Mip- 
port his stance one hundred 
percent.

,1
Chandra Carter, soplmmore: I 
think the whole thing tasteless. 
It won't bring our school down. I 
don't see where he comes into the 
picture at all. 1 agree with Godsey. 
We are a iibcral aiu college and we 
are sttidetu living in the twentieth 
century. We need to be^ware.

BlDOppc icr, junior: I think
that there are enough things going 
on and that we don't need people 
to make waves. Roberts is an out
sider and is hurting things. 1 think 
Godsey should stick up for himself 
and Mercer.

. I
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Scan Black, junior: 1 feel strongly 
due the administration has taken the 
necessary steps, but that students 
and faculty should also take action 
toward the same goal.

Talaharc Tackcr, sophomore: I 
think the response was good. I 
agree with what Godsey said. The 
Georgia Baptist Conven^ money 
is not essential f^lMercer. If 
necessary, we cagr do without it.

Mkbeik MuirtU, junior. I think 
that the whoie thing is ridiculous.
I don't think Mercer should be tak
ing money because the students at 
Mercer don't attend Mercer 
because it's a Baptist college and 
if the Baptist rules were followed 

_ stnctly. a lot of studenU wouldn't 
‘ attend Mercer.

Glnny Sleinhaucr, junior, and Greg Schutaer, junior: we agree with 
Godsey's response. Students should be able to voice our opinions. We 
should stand behind Godsey and support him.

Photos
By

Rafael Pinion
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The Meaning Of A Baptist University
R«or-. Note: nu. b . rtprtnt of in cteO. TIh: 0«ngi. B.pli« Coo- from Uk csscnul rc,ui,««nu of bo- . ““■’'"■'I;:/'*! “^nonioneol o. fr« oo.EtfUor'i Note; Thb b a reprint of 

a paper written b; President R. Kir
by Godtey in whkb he expounds on
the meanini of a Bapibt imhrersity.

The challenge of being a Baptist 
university has probably never been 
greater than it is today. Responsible
people.insideandootsidebighereduca- 
tioo, are wondering whether it b possi
ble for a university to be both respon
sive to the values that are intrinsic to 
higher education and u the same time 
hold firmly to a relatiooship with iu 
historic church constituency. The 
causes for wonder arise from diverse
quarters. There are those within the col
leges and universities who believe that 
the effort to be a sound educational in- 
sdtutioa is necessarily compromised by 
being attentive to a church constituen
cy. Though 1 understand the founda
tions for that view, my perspective 
differs.

Through the years, thousands of Bap
tists have attended and supported 
Mercer University without compromis
ing the University's commitment to the 
principles'of free and critical inquiry. 
The experience of students and the life 
of the denomination have been pro
foundly enriched and even transform
ed by the educational strength and in
tegrity of the University. Therefore. 
Baptist people and Baptist higher csluca- 
tion need not be alien to one another.

Without question, however, there ate 
some persons who now advocate the 
view that restriaive policies should 
govern all church-related institutions.
A few Baptiste even argue adamantly 
that they should take greater control of 
all Baptist-related educatkina! institu- 
tiorts. requiring of those who tench and 
learn there a willngness to assert their 
belief in a very specific set of religious 
tenets. Such arguments only make more 
difficult the effort to find a construc
tive means for interpreting the mean
ing of being a Baptist University.

A Baptist university is first a univer
sity. B^tttet universities generally, and 
Mercer University specifically, should 
not be called upon to sacrifice their 
educational autonomy in order to 
achieve denominational approbation. A 
constructive relationship, which has 
guided the statesmen of both the 
denomination and the University 
heretofore, has been rooted in coopera
tion rather than conuol. in mutual 
respect rather than coercion.

The answer to the question of how 
to relate effectively has never been 
found in control. The history of Bap
tists is the history of tolerance and 
freedom. Baptists should not seek to 
control a Baptist university. Baptists 
and Baptist churches must be free. Bap
tist universities must be free. Any ef- 
fotu on the pan of some members of 
the denominatioo to control the educa
tional program of a Baptist institution 
are no more accepuble than would be 
•tietnpu by ■ Baptist university to LX>n- 
ifol the mode of worship of a parlicuUr 
Baptist congregation. Baptists are free 
pe^e and free believers. They have 
long the free church iraditiuo.
Baptist universities must be free to set 
their course, determine their destiny 
and pursue their nusskm without the 
preacripiioo of their church constituen
cy. Mutual respect and comown
history, not a particular set of doctrines.
should bind together the university and 
the church.

It tH"***^ also be clear, at the outset. 
thM the basic issue is not money or
levcb of fiiod^ which may flow ffom.

in this case. The Georgia Baptist Con
vention. Operationally, such contribu- 
titMS are significant and reflect a visi
ble means by which The Georgia Bap
tist Convention has conveyed its com
mitment (o undergird Mercer Univer
sity for many years. The issue of the 
relationship of any Baptist university 
and the church constituency, however, 
pertains more basically to values and 
mission than to money. We should take 
seriously the obligatioos that arise from 
being a center for higher learning and 
the oMigaliou that arise from affirm
ing the special religious identity of the 
institution.

1 remain deeply committed to the 
course of Mercer s being a Baptist 
umversity. 1 believe that the misskm of 
Mercer can and should be susuined by 
affirming the distinct but mutually com
patible values of faith and learning. As 
a Tcsult. this pqjer represoto a personal 
statement that has been developed 
through collegial conversations within 
the institution and among Baptist peo
ple about what it means to be a Baptist 
university, and even more specifically, 
what it means for Mercer to be a Bap
tist university.

These issues arc being addressed 
while resizing that there are many 
people who are not Bapusu who make

from the essential requiremcou of be
ing a good university. Being a Baptist 
university may modify, in some very 
important ways, the character of a 
specific institutioo. but it should not 
compromise the esseoiial nature of be
ing a university. A university is a place 
for the education and the nurturing of 
students and a center for learning, 
research and tlfc dissemination of 
knowledge. We must begin, then, by 
addressing some of the iogredienu that 
must be present and unshackled if 
Mercer or any other Baptist university 
is to be true to iu calling as a universi
ty. At least three componenu should be 
noted here; the centrality of those who 
study and learn, i.e.. studenttand 
ty; the uncompromised pursuit of truth; 
and the commitment to free and open 
inquiry.

In a very fundamental sense, a 
university exisu for the sake of those 
who study and learn there. People are 
intrinsic and indispens^e to U>e mis
sion of a place of learning. Studenuare 
not incidental to our existence; without 
them, we would n^exist. That is not 
to say that all learning must involve 
studenu. For example, prominent 
research laboratories may exist whose 
primary purpose focuses on some 
special area of inquiry, where the

university. At the same lime that we 
declare our commitment to truth, we 
should acknowledge that we do not 
posseu the truth in any complete or 
comprehensive manner. Therefore, just 
as (be search for truth and a devotion 
to truth serves as a central commitment 
of a good univenity. any personal claim 
to have gained a complete and com
prehensive understanding of truth also 
stands contrary to the very essence of 
a university. A university is^not just a 
community of teachers, dedicated to 
teaching the truth; it U more basically 
• comnamity of learners who are com
mitted to the discovery and the 
dissemination of truth. The acquisition 
of knowleslge. (he pursuit of understan
ding. and the development of a respect 
for truth all are pan of an enduring 
process.

To aflirro the primacy of truth may 
seem to be only a reciution of the ob
vious. For the purposes of understan
ding a Baptist university. 1 think it is 
not. When Baptists, or for that matter 
any religious order, sponsor an institu
tion of higher education, we bring to 
that task our own special perceptions 
of the tnith. We often pcrsonallj^laiW^ 
a special understanding oOruth 
mediated throu^ revelation, or our 
own religious understanding. Those

Dr. R. Kirby Godsey 

Piesident

enormous contributions within the 
university. Their interest in Mercer as 
a Baptist university springs almost ex
clusively from their interest in helping 
10 determine the best direction for 
Mercer. Even persons who did not 
grow up within the Baptist tradiuon and 
those who find ihcmseUes now 
resisting some of the currently popular 
Baptist sentiment will certainly 
acknowledge the historical ideniifica- 
lion of Mercer with the Baptist tradi
tion. Some believe that those lies are 
archaic, outmoded, and irrclevani m a 
modern university. Others fear that 
Mercer bears an excessive risk of be
ing at the mercy of the religious views 
of whatever may be the dominant force 
in the Baptist conslitucncy in any p«- 
licular era. 1 remain confideni, 
however, that the pursuit of a respon
sible and prudent mission both as a 
university and as a Bapiisi university 
does not require that we move away 
from or abandon our Baptisi heriuge 
and identity The achievement of that 
end will require reason, sensitivity, 
tolerance and respevi from persons 
within both the University community 
and the church constituency.

Early in our jeflections. we must see 
that if we are to be a Baptist univerai- 
ty. we cannot igoore or be diverted

responsibility for leaching is not 
especially important. In an overall 
sense.'l^s would not be true in a 
university?S»a university the collaboca- 
(ton with studenu in learning and ef
fective leaching is vital to the mission 
of the institution. A university is an en
vironment that keeps a primary focus 
on the people who teach and learn.

The religious heritage of an institu
tion reinforces this primary character 
of a university. In a university, students 
and faculty are more primary than 
disciplines of study and religious aftilia- 
tions. Studenu and fiKulty are not there 
chiefly to serve or to defend a certain 
religious perspective. The institutioo 
existo to serve them and to support their 
commitment to learning. That is not to 
disallow or to discourage the presence, 
even a permeating presence, of a cer
tain religious perspective within the in
stitution. It is to say that the presence 
of that perspective should not subor
dinate the intrinsic worth of those who 
study and learn there, quhe independent 
of whether they agree or accept the 
religious perspective of the institution, 

A university is commuted without 
cxNnpromise to truth itself, to iu 
discovery and to iu dissemioatioo. The 
search for truA serves as the bedrock 
for aay ioatituiioa thM daicna to be a

to listen.
The commitment lo free and open in

quiry must also remain a foundatioa 
stone in the building of a good univer
sity. In institutiom which have religious 
tics, there is often the view that such 
lies automatically compromise free in
quiry. That assumption is not without 
some basis in the way in whiefi some 
religiously-oriented institutions have 
done their work. We are painfully 
aware that from time to time faculty and 
suff are even dismissed because they 
hold the wrong religious views. In those 
cases, the institution itself is generally 
wrong. A special claim of truth threugh 
religious insist should not be allowed
to abridge free inquiry. A tnindless bith
that refuses to be open to (he conclu
sions of reason or the persuasions of 
evidence has no place in the halls of 
academe. If an instUuiion feels an 
obligation to indoctrinate or (o require 
religious adherence, the fundamental 
character of being a university is under
mined Responsible faith does not re
quire the sacrifice of reason and
evidence. The abandonment of ihmrght ^
and reason is neither good education 
nor godO religion.

As a Baptist university. Mercer 
University should fland firmly behind 
these essential characteristics of any 
good university. In other svords. our 
clear cominiimem to being a Baptist 
university sliould not diminish our 
determination to hold high the essen
tial ingredienu of being a university at 
all.

When we are able lo achieve a bet
ter focus on what it means to be a 
university, we can deal more clearly 
with what it means to be a Baptist 
university. That is the query for which 
we must seek an answer if we arc to 
discover the special mission of an in
stitution such as Mercer University . I 
wish to discuss four conceptual foun
dations that relate to Mercer as a Bap
tist University: historical foundations, 
the responsibility for moral education, 
the relationship of faith and learning, 
and the commitment to imelleclual and 
religious freedom.

First, Mercer University is hisuvical- 
ly a Baptisi universiiy. Its meaning is 
not to be exhausted in its historical iden
tity. but neither should that dimensioci 
of institutional self-understanding be 
dismi^ or disregarded. Mercer was 
founded on January 14. 1833 by a 
group of Baptists who hoped and 
dreamed and sacrificed to establish an 
institution of higher learning. In 1926. 
AdicI Sherwood, who was the most im
portant spiritual influence in the foun
ding of Mercer University, said. "The 
late public expressions in favor of 
education have cheered our hopes and 
encouraged us to 'take courage.' It is 
loo late in the day for opposers to ob
ject to the uiiliiy of learning in the 
ministry .. The want of such qualifica- 
iions as sanctified learning furnishes, 
could not produce opposition, in a 
liberal-minded man. to its anammcni by 
ixhcrs."

The historical roots of Mercer 
Universiiy are thoroughly Baptist. Its 
founders were in the forefront of the 
csiablishmeni of the Georgia Baptisi 
Convention. The momentum for mis
sionary enterprises and the urge to 
create a more liieraic and educated

Vclaims lo truth may be entirely 
legitimate when they are held as per
sonal affirmations or even corrirmtmenis
by which we live. However, when wc 
e'nier the laboratory or the classroom 
of a university we are obligated, at 
least for the moment, to lay aside any 
tfTinniiions that would rei^ire that our 
students not approach the work! of lear
ning openly and without prejudice.^

Our perceptions and convictions of 
truth that are gained by our own faith 
commitments seenfvfoV»vj a difficult 
problem for us in higher education. On 
the one hand, we do not wish to impose 
our own religious undcrsunding on 
others. On the other hand, we do not 
wish lo obfuscate the significance of 
faith in shaping our views of reality arxl 
truth. The person of faith, in the con
text of a Baptist university, must be 
secure enough within his or her own 
religious convictions to affirm them as 
personal life-perspectives, while 
(oleraUng and respecting differing 
views and leaving open the questions
of personal and ultimate meaning in a create a more literate and educated 
way that preserves the freedom and in- converged m the mutual sup-
legnty of their stud^. Each person’s missions'^4nd education,
journey of faith nwsi be tenaciously Throughout its history, whenever a pet- 
respected evenwheii ii differs radical- reaches beneath the surface ol
!y from our view. The freedom to _______
ipf«k carries with it the re^wosibUity . See GODSEY, Page 10
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Merco be finds a deep and abiding 
relauoa hip to Us Baptist nx>orings. 
These early founders were not even 
chiefly Georgia Baptists, and Southern 
Baptists, as a denominatjonal body, did 
not even exist. They were simply

where nts may examine the limits

The likes of Jesse Mercer and Adie) 
Sherwood and BUiington Sanders and 

Jostah Penfield moved to Savannah 
romCoonecticui. Adkl Sherwood was 
educated at Andover Seminary and later 
became penident of ahai is today the 
Univenity of Southern Illinois. They 
called out the importance of learning 
with a relentless appeal matched only 
by the fervor of their commitment to 
religious freedom.

Second, as important as history is^ 
should remain in our interpretation 
the mission of Mercer, the BapeisP 
character of the universUy should not 
be viewed in purely historical terms. 
Being a Baptist university can aitd, in 
my judgment, should modify the 
stUwunce of our educational endeavors. 
Our means of docribing and defining 
ihtf difference may vary. For instarKc, 
the early founders spoke of tbe need for 
’’pious ituelligence." ’’Pious” seems 
andiaic, almost out of place. Yet. it cap
tures a strong current that ran through 
the motivation lo educate. Thes^early 
founders were coocemed not only with 
the developtnem of bri^r clergy and 
lahy throu^ education. They were 
driven as well by the hopes of enabl
ing people to become bener citizens, lo 
discern more Nearly the difference bet
ween truth and error and to sharpen 
their capacity to make discriminaung 
moral cboi£cs.

A Baptist university, then, takes as 
an intriosic pan of its mission tbe 
responsibility for moral education and 
for lumuring the spirit. These are not 
so much parts of the curriculum as they 
are basic elements of the overall learn
ing environment. A Baptist university 
recognizes apd educates with an 
awareneas Uuu what a person believes 
is as significaitt to what a person does 
as what that same person knows. Af- 
finnatioos of faith and afTirmatioas of 
Baptuu to religious history is that they 
do not hold that there is some set 
doctfines whose acoeptanoe is oommen- 
ntme with being Baptist or bung 
Christian. Each person has bochjhe 
ri^ and the responsibUty to interpret 
the meaning of his or her life under the 
ae^s of God's presenre. Therefore, it 
it coolrary to the very ehancter of fiutb 
and morals.

than prescaiptioQ, the coenmit- 
ment to moral education lakes a diT- 
facm form, ll means that a Baptist 
university teu before those who study 
there an explicit concern for fbe moral 
implications of life and learning. The 
institution bears a responsibility for 
enlarging the capacity for moral 
discenunent. for making dtscriminaing 
moral judgments and for undemanding 
the impact of religious belief upon ooe's 
life and work. Moral judgment and the 
issue of how our judgmeou are rein- 
forced by what we value and whu we 
believe should become a sdf-coosdous 
pan the educational process.

Third, a Baptist university also ad
dresses the relatiooship of faith and 
learning. Thou^ a university does not 
wish to impose religious belief, a Bap
tist university should' assume some 
respouibUity for creating the kind of 
educational context in which religious 
aTBtiamcacs.aaqt ba ofhond and

and the meaning of their faith in an en-^ 
vironmenl of tolerance and personal 
tuppon. The undergraduate study of 
religion should permit studenu to 
stretch their ininds. whik offering a set
ting in ii4iicb their own journeys of 
belief may be respectfully examined. 
Providing regular opportunities for 
worship, within the context of a Ba|>- 
tist university, underscores the fact that 
religious devotion and cornmitmem are 
respected as a valu^le and significant 
dimension of human experience.

In Us broadest sense, then, a Baptist 
university deliberately seu out to pro
vide an educmional environment where 
one may And the discussion of the 
issues of faith and personal religious 
commitment to be as. legitimate as the 
issues of truth and open inquiry. Every 
discipline and every vocation bears 
questions of ethics and faces real moral 
dilemmas. A Bapist universUy ought to 
insure that the men and women who 
study there have nor only the opportuni
ty to enrich the spirit of karning in 
order to help them distinguish iruth 
from error: they also should enrich their 
understanding of the human spiril, help
ing them make bener judgments as they 
face the issues of right and wrong.

Fourth, the most important contribu
tion of Baptists lo religious history has 
been their commitment to rdigious 
freedom. Throughout the history of 
America. Baptists have been in the 
forefront of the deferue of religious' 
liberty and lokrmnce for reli^ous diver
sity. The freedom of tbe individual to 
respond to hit own conscience, to wor
ship as he chooses and to confess his 
faith without fear of reprisal has been 
intrinsic to the life and practice as vrell 
as the faith of the people who call 
theimdves Baptists. In a B^xist univer
sity. the commitment to religious 
freedom so basic to the Baptist way of 
life serves as the very foundation for 
intelkaual freedom which is so essen
tial to (he life of a universUy. Therefore, 
in a Baptist institution of higher karo- 
iog, the devotion to truth and the prin
ciples of open im^iry are founded m , 
something more significant than even 
the expectations of a free and 
democratic society. The principles of 
open inquiry in a Baptist institutioa are 
historically and philosophically rooted 
in the claims of faith. In a Baptist 
university, the institutional reason for 
being and the values intrinsic to learn
ing and the search for tnkh have 
Religious moorings. Now clearly those 
values may be held without those 
rdigiops moorings, but such moorings 
ought to give educational values a 
deeper and more lasting strength. Cer
tainly when one examines the history 
and essential character of Mercer, the 
religious foundations for tbe institu
tion’s life and character become ap
parent. The requiremgau of being a 
good university and (he foundations of 
faith have coincided at Mi^rcer 
University.

Turning from the issue of the 
philosophical foundations of a Baptist 
university, we must ask what U is. In 
practkal lenna, that distinguishes the 
missioa and work of a Baptist univer- 
tUy such as Mercer from other univer
sities in the marketplace of higher 
education, ll is obvious that a Baptist 
univeniiy shares much in commotTwith 
secular universities and that OH^ of the 
values of education and learning are 
iharrd by msimniont of very, diverse

backgrounds and heriuge. They all 
have laboratories and libraries and 
focuhks dedicated to teaching and 
research. Ihe teaching of English Com
position or Calculus or the History of 
phUosophy may be very much the same 
in one as in another. The similarities 
are abundant and can reasonably lead 
a person to conclude that differences 
among institutions are minor and 
iiKOtisequential.

First of all, a misconoeption should 
be cleared away. Being a Baptist 
university does not mean, as a practical 
matter, that the instiiuton prescribes 
certain doctrines or religious beliefs that 
must be held. Uniform religious beliefs 
or even rdigiously-establishod codes of 
behavior should not be represented as 
the practical differentiation of a Bap
tist university from some other kind of 
univenity.

The practkal identity of a Baptist 
univenity can be characterized in four 
ways: Tb^aculty and adminisuaiton: 
(he student martetplace; the learning 
envirmunem and the relationship to the 
church constituency.

First, a Baptist univenity would be 
considerably weakened by some ar
bitrary rule of emf^oyment requiring 
that its faculty and staff have to be Bap
tists. Indeed, the very character of a 
Baptist univenity suggests that iu mis- 

' sion can be best achieved if the faculty 
and staff reflect real divenity both 
educationally and religiously. This 
diversity of viewpoint will enhance the 
quality of learning and will serve as 
some protection agZiost the 
parochialism and prejudice that can 
emerge within an institution that has its 
roots within a specific religious 
tradition.

Divenity. however, is not the s<^ 
good. A Baptist univenity should have 
(he leadership and the strong presence 
of able and competent faculty and staff 
who understand the Baptist heriuge of 
the institution and who are committed 
(o the preservation of the Baptist values 
whkh created the institutioa. The pro- 
fleets for a strong Baptist univenity 

. will be enhanced by the presence of 
highly-qualified and competent Baptists 
on the faculty and steff. Cearly. the 
faculty of the university need not be 
mostly Baptisu. but tbe Baptist identi
ty of the university will be strengUien- 
ed if there is a self-omscious effort to 
include and to sustain a cadre of facul
ty io diverse fields who are Baptists and 
who value that religious identity of the 
Univenity. Similarly, in the ranks of 
administration there should be no re 
quirement tl^ every member of tbe ad
ministrative staff be Baptist. Yet. the 
administration should deliberately in
clude principal leaden who are Baptist 
and who value the B^si identity of 
the Univenity. Among non-Baptisis on 
the faculty and suff. there should be 
some institutiona] responsibility to in
terpret the heritage and historical foun- 

" dationsuf the Univeniiy so that the in- 
stitional mission does /not become 
shaped by an external religious consti
tuency and in order to underscore the 
significance of that heritage in the life 
of the instiiution.

Second, l-ecause of its identity and iu 
heritage, a Baptist university has a 
special rapoosibilny to encourage B^>- 
list young qpople to join the ranks of 
iu studrau. Again it is clear that Bap
tist studenu do not represent the only 
focus of a Baptist university, bu a B^>- 
tiii university ibouid assume a special

responsibility to educate Baptisu who 
are punuing higher education. Attrac
ting Baptist tnuknu should remain a 
focus, perhaps through special scholar
ship funds and targeted recruitment ef- 
foru. Baptisu have invented heavily in 
ihe development of a Baptist universi
ty, and one means of exercising respon- 
sibk stewardship of that investment is 
to matfUain some sense of responsibility 
to provide an ouuunding educational 
environment that is accessible to Bap
tist studenu. A Baptist university 
dKHiId provide tbe type of learning en
vironment in which Baptist studenu are 
encouraged to study and lo learn. It 
should be a place where they may pro
be and press the limiu of their 
understanding in a setting that is 
lokrant and sympathetic, while in
sisting on the kind of growth through 
learning that will broaden their 
tolerance for differing ideas and 
religious perspectives. In brief, a Bap
tist university should enabk these. 
sOKknu to enrich their minds whik ex
ploring and strengthening their religious 
understanding and commitment.

The third practical dimension of be
ing a Baptist university relates to the 
nature of the learning environment. 
Though a Baptist university does not 
impose religious doctrines, the study of 
religion and a critical reflection upon 
faith and worship should be pursued 
vigorously within tbe University. A 
Baptist university'should provide an op
portunity for those studenu who wish 
to engage in personal and corporate 
worship. That is. worship should be 
regarded as very much a part of the in
stitution even though participation in 
worship should not be required. A Bap
tist university should provide the kind 
of teaming center where an individual's 
own religious struggles may be pursued 
in an atmosphere of support and 
understanding. We should be abk to see 
that religious growth and maturity is an 
important aspect of a student’s devdop- 
meni. A Baptist university should in
clude in all of iu educational endeavors 
an explicit coocero for ethics and the 
impact of faith on the compkx and dif- 

.ficult iuues that confeom every profes
sion in today’s world. There are no pro
fessions today that do not come face to 
face with radfeal moral alternatives. 
Tbe importance of faith and morals to 
social issues and the maintenance of 
personal integrity should be sufajecu of 
reasonabk inquiry in the context of a 
Ba|Xist university. In brief, a Baptist 
university should self-consciously seek 
to build a place of learning where it is 
possibk to consider how faith and 
«hica have an impux upon thought and 
action. «

A Baptnt university also has a special 
responsibility to be an intelkctual force 
in the life of the church constituency. 
Baptisu by ddfintiion are diverse. They 
include the education as «ell as the 
uneducated. They include persons of 
every level of schooling and of all 
cultural str^. The early founders of 
Mercer University were seeking a more 
ttfecaied clergy, and some of those 
founders believed thu a university can
not and should not seek, in any age. to 
be chkfly a reflection of the current in
telkctual understanding of a particular 
group of Baptists. A univenity has the 
responsibility to advocate the truth and 
to etigage in and lead an unencumbered 
search for the truth. In that sense, a
Baptist univeriity should transcend doci 

- triaaldispiiesaftdreftuetobebouad

by emotional debates that sometimes 
demean the integrity of honest religious 
commitment. A Baptist univeniiy 
should be a voice for reason that calls 
out the essential compotibUity of reason 
and devotion. The university can best 
serve tbe church constituency not by 
becoming the voice of some particular 
viewpoint but by holding high iu com
mitment to be an intellectual voice for 
Baptisu in (he midst of a storihy sea of 
emotion-laden rhetork. In this sense, 
a Baptist univenity maintains a healthy 
(ensioQ with some memben of its 
denomination and serves as a force for 
dialogue between differing vkws 
among iu constituenu.

A Baptist university will be 
strengthened by the churches: the chur
ches will be strengthened by the 
University. Neither should become the 
instrument of the other. Rather, their 
rmitual respect and affirmation should 
be strong enough to allow them to 
disagree and even engage in serious 
debate over wei^uy matten without re
quiring uniformity of viewpoint. As a 
practical matter, a Baptist university 
should work to maintain genuine con
versation with its church constituency 
.without becoming an uncrilkal instru
ment of the constituency's religious or 
moral viewpoints.

A Baptist university can have a very 
special role in...the dcyelopmem of 

^ higher education. Many schools have 
been founded as Baptist univcishies and 
for a multitude of reasons have chosen 
to discontine that relationship. That 
choke has been occasioned both by 
forces within Baptist colleges and 
universities as well as by movemenu 
within Baptist denominations. In my 
judgment, the loss that occun through 
the severing of the ties between a 
university and its chunh constituency 
is substantial and real for the denomina
tion and for the university.

Baptist univenities and other Baptist 
educational institutioas today may face 
their most difficult era in Baptist 
history. The foundations of Baptisu are 
being shaken by the emergence of a 
strongly monolithk theological vkw- 
point, ll happens that the viewpoint is 

' very conservative, sometimes descri^ 
ed as fundamentalist. The problem 
would be the same if it were any other 
kind of intellectual monolith. Intellec
tual monoliths, cooervaiive or bthcr- 
wise. are contradictory to the work and 
purpose of a Baptist university. They 
are contradictory lo any university, but 
ironically they are contradictory to a 
Baptist university because of its 
religious fouiiaations. A Baptist univer
sity. therefore, must resist any efforu 
by an external religious bod^. even a 
friendly one. lo control the learning 
environment.

Baptist churches and Baptist univer
sities will be strengthened by the wUl- 
ingness to listen to one another without 
requiring control or conformity. We 
shouU work together as free institutions 
- free to listen and free to speak. 
UDderstanding that our best future lie^ 
in being free to believe and free to 
learn. Baptist universiues should openly 
affirm their religious connections as be
ing both historically and presently 
significant. Their church constituency 
should openly affum the university as 
an institution that must be committed 
to the canons of truth and free inquiry 
while providing a learning comext that 
affinns tbe significance of faith in the 
affairs of Iwinankiod.
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Winning streak reaches 3 

for women’s soccer team
By CHERYL JONES 
Sports Editor

Kenyon College became the 
latest victim of the Teddy Bears' 
current winning streak. Mercer 
defeated Kenyon of Ohio 6-1. The 
score was 2-1 at halftime, but the 
team pulled away the second half. 
Kris Ferguson scored two goals

while Chapin Jones, Debby 
Goodner, Tammy Byrd and Andrea 
Fell added one goal each.

Ferguson said that Coach Dana 
Robinson called their play on Mon
day "the best game this team has 
ever played." Boasting the best 
record in its 3-year history at

Mercer, the Teddy Bears have a 
record of 4-5-1 with an excellent 
chance at a winning season.

The last home game is Saturday 
at 12:30 p.m. against the lough 
Berry College in the first of a 
doubleheader with themen’s soccer 
team.

Mercer Bears opened 

practice on Thursday N

Coach Bill Bibb welconv:s 14 
prospects to the workouts. C'f that 
group only one was a full time 
starter during last year's 12-16 
campaign. 6'6" forward Ben 
Wilson who averaged 12.4 points 

! and just over 6 rebounds s game. 
' Six other players return firm last 
; season's squad. They include 6'8" 
I center Tracy Vaughn. 6'8 ' forard 
f John Rogers, 6'4" guard Marc 

Farnell. 6'7" forward Eric 
Jackson. 6'7" forwardyatiter Scott 
Bailey and 6'4" guard/forward 
J.W. Naftel.

That group will be joined by 
newcomers Reggie Titus, a 6'2" 
guard. 6'6" forward T'dd Harris. 
6'5" forward Chris Phillips. 6'4"

guard Dwayne Taylor. 6’2" guard 
Ron Miller. 6'7" forward Scott 
Waller and 6'2" guard Jay 
Stroman.

The Bears will open *e 1987-88 
season at home against Fori Valley 
State College on December 1. Prior 
to the regular season opener they 
will play an exhibition game 
against the Irish National team on 
November 17 at Porter Gym.

Coach Bibb needs just seven 
more wins to reach the 200 victory 
plateau. The Bears have been pick
ed to finish eighth in the ten teamy 
Trans America Athletic Conference 
by coaches, SID's and news media 
from around the conference.

The women's basketball squad

Men’s soccer team improves r^ord over Alabama A&M
Mef-tr Bears defeated Alabama 

A&M 3-2 on Saturday in a home 
game Gary Fraser.'Tteece Payton 
and Scott Rodgers each scored a 
goal in the victory which had Todd 
Bramble at goalie. Freshman Steve

Pullara had an assit in this winning 
effort and played well overall, the 
game proved to be a tough one with 
A&M having a chance to com
eback. but Mercer holding them 
off. ^

1/:I ii
I

Varsity chcerleading tryouts were held this week. J

Teddy Bears split 

matches in home opener^
also opened practice sessions on 
Thursday. They hope to rebound 
from a very disappointing 3-24 
record of a year ago.

The squad members include 
5*1". guard Jcanic Smith. 5'7" 
guard/forward Rhonda Grifnn. 
5'8” forward Kim AveriU. 6’0" 
center Beverly Parkerson. 5*1“ 
foward Chiquita Anderson. 5'9” 
forward Kcri Fisher. 6 0’* center 
Lee Ann Hammond^5'9" forward 
Heather Cornell. 5*6" guard 
Cheryl Jones. 5’10“ forward 
Dawn Jackson and 5'1“ forward 
Kali Bogdan. The Teddy Bears also 
open their season December I at 
home against
AI abama/B i rmi ngham.

By ROBBIE TVENLeV 
Sports Writer

The Teddy Bears hosted Albany 
State and Spelman College in 
volleyball action here Tuesday.

The women got off to a fast start 
and had little trouble with Albany 
State College, winning 15*9 and 
15-13. During the latter suges of 
the first game, Mercer’s defense 
played a key role; they scored the 
last five pi>ints of the game. In the 
second game, the Teddy Bears 
possessed early leads of 4-0 and 
9-2. A late rally by Albany State 
fell short.

Mercer lost their momentum in 
the match against Spelman College, 
losing 15-12. 9-15. and 15-13. In 
the first game. Spelman overcame 
a 9-2 deficit and scored eleven 
straight points. However, the Ted

dy Bears rebounded in the secorKi 
game as their -defertse held the 
Spelman women to four points 
while Mercer scored ten points at 
the end of the game. The third 
game was close most of the way 
until Spelman scored the last three 
points of the game and won the 
match.

The Teddy Bears will be laying 
in a couple of tournaments on the 
road during the next ctmple of 
weekends. This weekend, they arc 
playing at the Coastal Carolina 
Tournament and next weekend, the 
Teddy Bears will be visiting Car- 
roUon to play in the West Georgia 
College Tournament. The Teddy 
Bears’ next home appearance will 
be Tuesday. Oct. 27, when they 
host August College and Emory 
University in Poncr Gym at 5 p.m.

The men have a record of 4-6-1 
before playing LaGrange College 
on Wednesday. They play the se
cond game of the doubleheader vs. 
Berr^at 3:00 p.m. on Saturday 
after me. women’s soccer team.

tut Annual
MERCER UNIVERSITY INTDAMUQAL
Bench Press SINGLES

Contest
WEIGHT CLASSES: DACQUETDALL

146, 158, 168, 170, 188 TOUQNAMENT
& Heavyweight 

NOVEMBER 11 • 2 p.m. OCTOBER 26-30
IN MEN'S HEALTH CLUB MEN & WOMEN'S

Health Club Members: • Beginner
$8 In advance • Intermediate

$10 day of event •And Advanced Brackets
Nonmembers;

$10 In advance SIGN UP IN
$12 day of event INTRAMURAL OFFICE

TROPHIES AND BY FRIDAY
T-SHIRTS FOR 

WINNERS! OCTOBER 23•

Greeks
KS
SN
KA
LCA
PKP
ATO
PDT
INDEPENDENTS 
MMS 
ROTC 
KS III 
Greeds 
BSU 
SN II 
KA II 
LC^ II 
WOMEN 
Split Enz 
ADP 
Chi-0 
Baby Blues 
AGD 
BSU 
Phi-M

Intramural 
Football Standings

As Of October 13, 1987
Wins

5
4

Losses
0
0

1
2 
3 
3 
3

0
1
2 
3 
2 
2 
3 
5

0
0
1
1
1 
1
2

\



START YOUR WEEKEND OFF 
WITH USI

Join SUAB & Epicure 
In Celebrating

HALLOWEEN
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29th 

From 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
FOR A COSTUME PARTY 

& MAGIC SHOW
PRIZES AWARDED FOR 

REST COSTUME

TRIM-A-WEIGti

T:-

tBODT tOwwo mmaai

A new exciting approach 
’ to exercise that is right

for today’s lifestyle.
^ •

No strenuous effort. No strain.
No fatigue. No taxing hours of exhausting 

exercise. All you do is come in! Our
Trim-A-Weigh exercise tables do the rest.
With Trim-A‘Weigh you shed inches and 

lose unsightly bufges.

How does it work?
Special motorized tables do the work for you. Fif

ty minutes twice a week’tOnes and firms muscles and 
helps eliminate cellulite, leaving you refreshed and 
invigorated. \

Every Trim-A-Welgh session is the equivalent of 
seven hours of traditional or other strenuous forms 
of exercise. s

But instead of exhausting^ calisthenics or sweaty 
workouts, Trim-A-Weigh lets you reduce on a fifty- 
minute, mini-get-away twice a week.

Put your figure problems on the table and let Trim- 
A-Weigh do the rest.

Call us today for an appointment for a FREE figure 
analysis and one FREE Trim-A-Weigh Session.

OPEN:
MONDAY-SATURDAY

912-474-3877
912-788-6935

Ask about our October special 
CALL FOR YOUR COMPLIMENTARY SESSI01r

restaurant & LOUNGE.
1495 FORSYTH STREET 

MACON, GEORGIA 
743-4016

SEAFOOD & STEAKS 

DELI
SANDWICHES

1QO/O
Discount

For
Students & Faculty

LOUIE’S HOTDOGS 

& FROZENSYOGURT
Wo stv £>a«/ hotUogs pnpafwj especiaSy for you.
PLAIN DOG 
SLAW DOG 
CHEBSB DOG 
KRAUT DOG 
CHIU DOG 
DELUXE DOG 
SCRAMBLE DOG 
POLISH SAUSAGE 
DELUXE POUSH SAUSAGE 
NACHOS
DELUXE NACHOS . .
DiM PickIfS 
Coko. Dr. Peppof.

Spnf. Dipt Cokp

1I
1

.a0 4 .70

FROZEN YOOURT 
VtniDa 4 chocotata avafyday 

2 diHerenI navora daihr
Jr. Cup .3 01..................................,.............. 69
Small .5 oz.............................  99
Madium .7 oz..............................................  1,29
Large .9 oz.................................................. i.S9
Milkahakas.................................................... i.S0
Sugar Cooaa.....................................................99
Wallle Cone 1.50
Sundaat...........................................  i,69
Hoi Fudge Sundae............................ 1.79
Banana Split ................................   2.39

195 Spring St 
Macon, GA 31201 

For orders to go call: 
742-7888

10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Monday - Friday

10:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday

Buy any hotdog or sausage 
and with this ad receive the 

next one

Vs Price
Good unw IVovamOar I6 j
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rreat Books Coalinucd from page 4

to business majois to 
ilish majors. This broad range 
els the myth dial a Great Books 

.cation consists of only English 
e courses. Of the first 16 Great 
iks seniors, five went on to 
d law school. According to Or.

the purpose of the Great 
^ Program is not any different 
n the more conventional educa- 

bnal track: to help students 
Ihieve a “sense of the.breadth of 

Ipowledge." The only difference 
Great Books students do this 

reading original sources. Dr. 
iss predicts that Great Books 

pidents will be among the top five 
breent of students in the nation in 

s of being well-read.

Scholarships 

ire available
[ Millions ^f dollars in Scholar- 
iips. Grants. Loans. Awards and 
Contests go untoucheS each year, 

ick of knowledge is the basic 
1 for this to happen. With the 

ost of higher education rising, it 
important to seek, search and 
i the financial assistance that is 

Available.

i A system has been developed to 
dp into the financial resources that 
btiat. This system can cover a large 
Lea in the different schools 
livailable for higher education, 
financial help can be found for 
nphomores and freshmen, high 

^hool sophomores, juniors and 
■Kniors. students in junior college, 
■business, technical and vocational 
Schools. This service is not 
Javailablc for Junior and Senior col- 
llege students. There is also help 
iavailable to ADULTS who want to 
I seek higher education. For more 
I information on how to apply for 
I your computer printout listing 
I scholarships, grants, cic.. call 
I Susan Briggs at (912)986-1620.

PREGNANT?
NEED HELP?

For tree medical care, housing & 
counseling call The Open Door 
Adoption Agency Collect (912) 

: 228-6339.

In speaking on the Great Books 
program. Dr. Cass said that 
"education is to open up our 
possibility of acting in the present 
and future, but it also necessarily 
includes conveying the tradition, 
the past.” Mercer conveys this 
sense of the past in its Great Books 
Program. As Mercer's newest form 
of education, it actually has its 
roots in the ancient past when 
reading from the great books was 
the primary form of learning. 
Through the examination of the 
great books, students can “unders
tand how the seminal ideas of the 
past have formed our twentieth- 
century world and our twentieth 
and twenty-first century selves."

Puzzle answers 
from 

page 15
n't’

a
784-9373

~M0jetraoLtftffro9Smtr

SCULPTURES
B70 Walnut StrMi • Macon. Qa. 31201

TRACY ROYAL
Nall Tachniclan

• COMPLETE NAIL CARE
• SCULPTURED NAILS
• NAIL TIPS
• M-F

BUS. (812) 742-02S1
741-5170 

Ask lor Tracy

CRUISE SHIPS
NOW HIRING. M/F

Summer & Career Opportunities 
(Will Train), Excellent pay plus 
world travel. Hawaii. Bahamas. 
Caribbean, etc. CALL NOW:
206-736-0775 Ext. 150H.

COLLEGE
SCHOLARSHIPS

All Fields
Graduate & Undergraduate

SCHOLASTIC
resources

929-7647

How to buy shades.
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BLOOM COUNTY by Berke Breathed
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To All Faculty,
Staff, and Students

The residents of Mercer University and the Office 
of Residence Life cordially invite you to bring your 
children and grandchildren (12 years old and under) 
to an evening of safe fun on Halloween night, Satur
day, October 31, 1987.

The excitement will begin with trick-or-treating from 
4:30 to 8 p.m. in the MEP and Plunkett Residence 
Halls. Along with the trick-or-treating there will be 
a Haunted House Show (rated "C") in the MEP 
Lounge.

All children must have a pass to enter the residence 
halls and must be escorted by an adult. If you are 
interested in participating in this fun event, contact 
the Office of Residence Life before October 27 to 
obtain a reservation form. We will then send you 
additional information and your trick-or-treating 
passes.

So, come join us for this fun-filled evening of 
adventure!!

HAPPY HALLOWEEN!!
Office of Residence Life

“WE DO IT 

TOGETHER!”
Everything is better when shited. If every blood donor brings 

a friend, we ll go twice as fv toward meeting ihe blood 
needs of our contmunity. Call today

BRING A FRIEND & DO IT.

GiveBkxxl
t +

AnHTtea lUd CroM

Bloodmobile Oct. 20-21 

Trustees Dining Room

H»»E MURPHY IS BACK IN ACTION.

THF
golden chhd

Friday, October 16,1987
7. 9, 11 p.m. ■ Room 314 . esC - 50*.
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MODELS 

NEEDED
For Macon Hilton

lNNUAI HMD SHOW 

For Dusk, Inc.
NOVEMBER 1-2

Registration Date: 

October 19 

10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Student Center 

Lobby

II
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scan you find the hidden old TV shows?

j ',11 Ibatoan
^BONANZA 

: ; ;?:;COMBAT
: ’DOBIE GILLIS

kDR. KILDARE 
-TROOP

:e college bowl
SMART 

■GIDGET 
IRINDL 

IK
.ZEL

lEY WEST
Puzzle unswers on page 13

I LOVE Lua 
I SPY 
LASSIE 
MARGIE 
MR. ED 
MR. NOVAK 
MY THREE SONS 
OPEN END 
PERRY MASON 
TOPPER

TWILIGHT ZONE 
ZORRO

GARFIELD® by Jim Davis

^collegiate camouflage

( HOW MQCH PO 1 WEIGH J 
V TOPAV. RX-2? Jw i , 

1 1
I
1

woo WEI&H 
somewhere
BCTWEEN 
SEVEN ANP 

^ THIRTV-TWO 
POONPS

' I HAVE LEARNEP L 
IT 16 WI6E TO GIVE 

, MV CUSTOMERS A 
WIPE SElECTIOW^

HMM. /VW HOROSCOPf SAVS U'I'M OOIN& TO BE. VISITEP BV 
AN OLP ACOUAlNTANCt TOPAV

1* C'J'

■m
i 4 
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SOUPSPOON, THE 600AR SPOON
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