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To the Baptists of the Sonth: 

'l'he world is facing the most serious foo'd shortage known in the hi,-tor.,· of 
civilization. Even before the beginning of the European war there hacl be,m 
a gradual but serious decline in the production of foodstuffs in the Unitetl 
States. In soine cases this was shown in a large annual decrease, in others 
in a relative decrease as compared witl, , . ·nulation. In this country we lrn,·e 
therefore for some years been facing a "t ,•udily declining supply of foodstuffs 
as compared with a steady increase in the growth of population. The facts 
bearing on this situation, as compiled from the official figures of the United 
States Department of Agriculture, are of profound significance. 

The total yield of grain, potatoes, and other foodstuffs last year was nearly 
1,400,000 bushels short of the 1915 production, the most disastrous crop 
shortage in the history of the country. The indications for the present year 
give promise for a large corn crop but of a small wheat crop and the world 
depends upon wheat for bread rather than upon corn. 

According to the August forecast of the Department of Agriculture we will
have nearly 370,000,000 bushels less of wheat than we had in 1915. It is true 
that 1915 gave us our record yielll , wheat, but even that great crop was 
scarcely equal to the requirements of this country and of the allies for bread. 
We now have to face two disastrously short wheat crops. This year's yield 
will be 200,000,000 bushels less than the average of the last five years, though 
our own bread requirements in five years have increased by 40,000,000 to 
50,000,000 bushels a year. 

In 1906, or 11 years ago, when our population was about 20,000,000 less than 
it is to-day, we produced of wheat and corn 3,662,000,000 bushels. If this 
year's yield of corn and wheat had increased in proportion to population as 
compared with the yield of J.906, we would have 4,395,000,000 bushels or 
550,000,000 bushels more than the August estimate of production by the Depart
ment of Agriculture. On the same basis of comparison our wheat crop this 
year, to give us the same production per capita as that of 1906, would have 
to be 882,000,000 bushels, or more than 225,000,000 bushels in excess of tllis 
year's prospective yield. 

The forecast of this year's wheat crop is 95,000,000 bushels short of the crop 
of 1901, 16 years ago. 

It is 82,000,000 bushels short of the crop of 1906, 11 years ago. It is 77,000,000 
bushels short of the crop of 1912. 

It is 110,000,000 bushels short of the crop of 1913. 
Turning from grain production to live stock, we fine! that the total number 

of oxen and other cattle, on January 1, 1917, was 40,849,000, or 8,500,000 less 
than in 1909, and 4,700,000 less than as far back as 1901. 

The decline in the number of s e{\ is equally as significant. In 1893, 24 
years ago, we had 47,273,000 sheep.. n 1903, 63,964,000 head, whereas to-day, 
with all the great increase in population, we have only 48,483,000 sheep, or 
15,500,000 less than we had 14 years ago, with a population increase during 
that period of about 26,000,000. 

We have made a considerable increase fortunately in the number of swine, 
but the gain since 1911, six years ago, is only 1,800,000, or 3 per cent; while 
the increase in population during that time has been about 10 per cent. Indeed, 
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on the 1st of January of this year we have 513.000 less swine in the country 
than we had the year before. 

Under these conditions there has been an inevitable increase in the value of 
live stock, and as a nation we have too often looked at the statistics which 
tells of values rather than of quantity and, to a large extent, ignored the lesson 
to be learned from the facts showing the rapicl and dangerous decline in the 
production of meats as well as in the production of grain. 

These facts come to the nation with startling significance in view of the 
world"hunger now existing and which must continue for years. Even when the 
war has ended the demand for foodstuffs will exceed the present requirements 
for the faminished, starving people of Europe will seek first to supply their 
need for food and they must look largely to this country as it will take them 
years to readjust their agricultural conditions and restore the fertility of 
their soil. 

In the light of these facts, it becomes the duty of every patriotic American . 
to develop as we have never had to do in this country, the spirit of self-sacrifice 
in the conservation of food. Every waste of food, however small, especially 
of meats and of flour bread, will lessen the ability of this country to maintain 
the great struggle for our existence. 

We must not only feed ourselves but we must feed the allies. Their battle 
is ours. For three years they have been fighting for us. Every drop of blood 
shed by them, every dollar expended by them in the maintenance of this war, 
has in reality been for our benefit as well as for theirs. 

We would be recreant to our responsibility to God, to our country, to civili• 
za-tion, and to the men who are offering themselves on the altar of the Nation 
to battle in our behalf, if we shall f4il to realize the necessity of increasing 
to the utmost the food production of the country and lessening to the utmost 
the waste of food. 

We can increase the use of substitutes for wheat bread through the larger 
use of corn bread and through the development of the possibilities of other sub· 
stitutes. But as Europe does not understand and has not used corn bread, 
and as it can not be made available for army purposes, we must of necessity 
save to the utmost our wheat supply in order to feed the armies that will do 
the fighting. Every wastage now is criminal. We believe that it is a solemn 
duty that these facts should be presented from every pulpit in America. That 
they should be taught in every school, and that while our men are to sacrifice 
themselves on the battlefield, those who remain at home must sacrifice some of 
their comfort by lessening the consumption of flour and beef, pork, and mutton 
needed for the armies. Great Britain and France and Belgium are looking to 
us for foodstuffs. Without our aid they would starve. Their starvation would 
mean our death as a Nation. 

The spirit of sacrifice must be developed among our people, rich and poor 
alike. All must learn that the soldier who lays down his life for our protection 
i~ doing the noblest and most heroic work to which men have ever dedicated 
their lives, but shall we selfishly indulge our appetites and live in the same com• 
fort as in the past while he endures the hardships and the clangers and to 
many the deaths of the battle field. 

We believe that everyone should give the heartiest cooperation to the far
reaching work of President Wilson and Food Comissioner Herbert C. Hoover in 
their work for food conservation. Civilization itself may depend upon the work 
and certainly millions of people will literally starve to death unless we of 
America do our utmost to increase food production and to conserve the use 
of food. 
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\Ve call upon the Bnpti~ts of the South to realize this situation and we 
urgently commend to every minister of our denomination that t-11ese facts be 
<'onstantly pressed upon the attention of his people, and suggest that tile 
pastors and churches cooperate with the National Food Commission in the 
practical method of local organizations for the conservation of food and pal'
ticularly that weekly reports be made to the commission. 

RICHARD H. Eo11roNDS, Baltimore, Mll. 
Z. 'l'. CODY, Green·vill~, S. 0. 
GEO. W. McDANIEL, Richmond, Va. 
JOSHUA LEVERING, Balti111orn, Md. 

W'ASHINGTON, D. c., August 9, 1917. 

'l'he meeting of the commission appointed by the President of the Southern 
Baptist ConYentiou , Dr. J. B. Gambrell, to coopernte with the National Food 
Commission. 

Present: Mr. Joshua Levering, l\laryland; Mr. Richard H. Edmonds, l\lary
land; Dr. George W. McDaniel, Virginia; Dr. ½. T. Cody, South Carolina. 
Also Dr. John E. \Vhite, of South Carolina, who was present, was invited to 
participate in the councils of the commission. 

Mr. Levering was appointed chairman, and Dr. Cody secretary. 
After a prolonged preliminary conference with representatives of Mr. Herbert 

U. Hoover, Food Commissioner, Mr. Edmonds, and Dr. Cody were appointed 
n committee to prepare resolutions setting forth the views and recommenda
tions of the commission. The resolutions were presented and read by Mr. 
Edmonds, and, nfter amendments, were unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Levering moved that Prof. W. J. McGlothlin, of Louisville, Ky., be 
selected as the representative of the Southern Baptist Convention in Wash
ington, and be placed in charge of the commission's work. A telegram to 
Dr. McG!othlin, advising him of his selection and urging him to accept, was 
authorized and sent. 

Mr. Levering and Mr. Edmonds were appointed as an executive committee 
of the commission. 

Adjourned. 
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JOSHUA LEVERING, President. 
Z. T. CODY, Secretary. 
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